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ABSTRACT . • ' ' 

The introduction^ to this* annual report ' trades the 
history, activities, and growth of the Australian Council for 
Educational Research (ACEW), and notes future challenges facing ACER* 
Abstracts are ^presented of^seven papers which were' d^elivered at the 
InvitaJtional Conferen^ on Societal Change held ;in A*ugust .1980 lat the 
University *of ^IJelbourne. Reports are given on the- procfress of six 
pfbgram^ continuing under^ ACER^ s sponsarshijfsJ*hese programs focus 
on: (1) learning^ and teaching; (2) social context; of education; (3) 
measurement and. evaluation; (4) library and information services; (5) 
survey and psychometric services.; and *{6) advifex>ry services. 
Informatioh on ACER publications and styaff ,is included. (JD) 
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Annual Report of the Director 7 ^ , 

Prtsented ai the Annual'^tieling of the Couacil on Thursday, lO'and Friday, I 
^ * September 1981 * . " 

This report covers the period 1 July 198Q to 30*June 1981 . . ' 



INTRODUCTION ^ " 



Fifty Years of Research and Development' 

During the opening months of the period under review, the Australian 
Council for Educational Research marked its f(Jundation, 5Q years-, 
earlier, in thre^ distinct way? Following the successful invitational 
Seminar on ^he Pmp^vement of Measurement in Education and 
Psychology m May 1980, an Invitational Conference on Societal Change 
- and Its Impact on Education ^vas held on Thursday. 27 and Friday, 28 
August ^ 980 m the Council Chamber of the University of Melbourne A 
detailed account of the Conference is presented later in this report -and 
the proceedings of the Conference were edited by the President '-of 
Council, Emeritus Professor P,H- Karmel, with the assistance c^Mr P A 
McKenzie, the member of staff who undertook the detailed planning and 
administrdUon.of the Conference The title of the published volume is 
EducaugnJChan^e and Society iin<l it is hoped that the papers prepared for 
the Conference will have a substaritial impact on thinking in this country 
about the problems pf^^outh and the issues associated with the provision - 
of appropriate educational programsin secondary schools and in colleges 
of technical andfurther education The papers which have been included^ 
^ in the report of the Conference wilNnfluence educational thpught in 
Australia only if there is further.opportunily to debate and discuss the 
issues raised The Statq Institutes of Educational Research have already 
given some consideration tq these issifesTaKd their reflections have been 
recorded in the.pu6lished volume. We believe that further work could be 
' .undertaken by th^State Institutes to develoPJhe ideas presented ^and to 
disseminate their ^ews to a wider audienceiKan those who were able to 
attend the Invitational Conference. * , 

In-the late afternoon of Thursday^ 16 October 1980, a gathering ol 
Council, former staff, friends, and^urrent staff was held at Radford 
' HoUse io celebrate informally the establishment of the ACER in 1930 
At this gathering, Emeritus Professor W,F. Connell pasSed to Professor 
• Xarmel a Copy of the history of the ACER, The Australian Council for 
Educational' Research 1930-80. Professor Connetf wrote the.book with 
the assistance of Mr C,J, Cook, the member of staff who sorted and 
sifted the archival records of the Council, a necessary step in the 
preparation of the history.^ photograph o^ this evQpt was included in 
the Fiftieth Annual -Report. The Council is grateful to Professor Connell 
for the work that he did in preparing a detailed and lively account of the 
activities of the ACER in its first 50 years, On6 reviewer of the history 
has noted the absence of a person on the staff of the ACER, during mUch 



♦oflhis period, who had irdining in philoboph> and who could question 
and debate with members ol\iafl'the man> assumptions thai he beneath 
educational practice in thus LOunth and the research activities of the 
"Council The need for such a .pfcrson must be acknowledged but it 
requires a member of staff whokould nol onl> discuss philosophical 
'questions cfTeLtiveK with colleaguCtj>, but who could also maintain a high 
level of productivii) in ACER projet^ts As^an altern-atjve to making such 
an appointment at a time when finani;^ial cQpslraints restrict the range of 
activities \n which the Council can eng^i^e, it would seem of some profit 
to promote and foster the pubhcdiion of wriungs, b> persons outside the 
ACER, which could at least serve \) analyse and discuss the 
philosophical issues associated with educational policy and practice in 
this country A first volume 'in such a series, Ldiuation for Rational 
Lndcr^tandm^ by Professor Brian Crittenden of La Trobe Universit> , w>ll 
be pubhshed by the ACER It woujd seem desirable that a service to 
Australian education should be maintained by tjje preparaticfn and 
j^ublitation of an occasional series directed towa^s the consideration of 
such issues in a scholarly manner. 

For "60 years the Australian 'Council fpr Educii^ional Research has 
undertaken an actt\-e program of creation, diffusion, and utilization of 
knowledge about educational matlers^n Australia. Its publications cover 
u wid/ range of subjects and are not limited to problenSs4)f educational 
and psychj^lotjical measurement or to scientific and quan^Ua'tive research 
••studies, although its concern for a sound fiictual basi5, Jjor de}Date and 
discussion has frequentl> led it to, contribute through publications that 
have been derr\ed from such research Theautonamy and independence 
of its Council leads, wef belfeve, to the lindertaking of a program of 
research that^hasti balanced perspective and is not exclusively directed 
towards some issues to the neglect of others of equal importance for 
Australian education Furthermore, over the 50 years of its" existence,, 
the ACER has been able to acquire stqp by step its own buildings, which 
ftave not been obtained as a result of grants from governmental sources 
but have come from occasional good years in its trading operations "{his 
ownership of propert> and the accompanying trading activities provide 
, the ACER Council with a freedom and latitude to pursue a program of 
research and development that it 'believes is in the best interests of 
Australian education without being beholden^^ a sole provider of^ 
financial support Nevertheless the ACBR dpes receive a Core Grant, to^ 
which eight governments now contribute. Without this, it could not carry' 
on Its present level of activities Und it must, in gen<eral, be willing to 
under'iaKe appropriate research and development activities that are 
formaUy requested by.th6se governments and their ministers. «^ 

Growth durmg the- Past Decade 

Following the conference convened by the Australian Council for 
Educational Research in May 1967 on -'Research into Education. 
^ Improving its Value to the Practice of Efducation', the then President and 
Director of the ACER were instrumental m pursuing avenues that would 
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promote ttfe developmenl of educdlional research in Australia Among 
the initiatives propos^ed 4 the conference were the establishment of a 
centwl clearing house for information on research done in Australia, an 
mcrease in the number of workers engaged In research in education, an 
increase in opportunities available for training in educational research^ 
and the estaW^shmentvof new Research and. Development Centres or^ 
Institutes for'Educational Research in each of the States. The members' 
of the conference also sought an increase in the funds made availabte for 
fostering coUaboraiive .and co-operative research, fbr the analysis of 
areas requiring research, an^ for»the calling of conferiences on special 
problems, as well as substantially greater funds for general research and 
development programs 

Over the decade from 1970 onwards^'a quiet revolution has taken 
place i^ educational research in this country largely through the 
establishment of the Australian Advisory Committee Tor Research and 
Development in Education that was re-fc#med into the Education 
Research and Development Comn:iittee in 1975 This body was set.up to 
administer funds provicied by the Commonwi^alth Government, in the 
main for the purposes outlined above. As a consequence, there has been 
a substantial upsurge in activity accompanied by the formation of an 
Australian'Association for Research in Education which is a vigorous 
body with, a membership of over 400 and*the capability to hold each' 
November a conference of professional educational researchers that 
regularly attracts 250 to 300 persons. The increase in the amount of 
research into education has also been reflected in the formatiorcof other 
educational research groups' such as ASERA (Australian Science 
Education Research Association), MERGA (Mathematics Education 
Research Group of 'Australia), and HERDSA (Higher Education 
Research and Qevdopment Society of Australia) as well as in the recent 
revival of the State Institutes of Educational Research in South Australia 
and Tasmania, the establishment of a new Institilte of Educational 
Research in the Northern Territory, and possibly the 'formation of a 
similar body in the Australian Capital Territory. In addition, ihe 
Australian Association for Research in Education has published the' 
Educational ^(searcher, the State Institutes have increased the number 
and quantity of their publications^ and new educational journals have 
b^en set up to assist with reporting and disseminating research carried 
out in Australia 

Another institution that was established in the decade from 1970 to 
1980 was the Curriculum Development Centre. The reiiort on the 
establishment of the CDC which was published in 1980 has indicated 
that, in the 1960s, of alf institutions concerned with curriculum in 
schools the most significant was the ACER which, through sponsorship 
of the formation, development, and subsequent expansion of the Junior 
Secondary Science Project to become the Australian Stience Education 
Project, provided a model for co-operative curriculum development in 
Australia. Over the seven years of its existence, the CDC has sought to 
promote debatCTnTfTcliscussion on curriculum issues and to provide the 



means by which the Scales Vould collaborate in the development of 
curriculum materials 

A Changing Scene for Educational Research , ^ 

The Ministerral Statement on the Review *ofCommonvvealth Functions 
which was issued on 30 April r981 has changed the scene fdX research 
and curriculum development in th^field of education in Australia The 

present indications are that the Education Research and Development 
Committee ij(4ll be terminated Crxim the end of 1981 and the activities it 

'hd^ supported' will be phased out in addition^ it is probable that the 
Curricirfvim Development CenKe will be abolished after a brief period 
necessary for the winding down pf its operations Furthermore, some of 
the information colle4:tion and provision 6f statistics on education by the 
Commonyvealth Schools Commissior/which were ^beginning to serve a 

-Valuable purpose will be scaled do*wn significantly. 

The ACER denves a little more than 40' per cent of the funds for iTs 
research and development p'rograms through the Core Grant that it 
receives from the Commonwealth and ^'State Go^i^ernments. The 
remainder of Its expenditure^on 'these activities is derived from research 
contracts, the provision of psychological and educational testing services, 
and the trading of the ACER'S own publications and the publications for 

*which the ACER is the agent It must be recognized that the termination 
of the Education Research and Development Committee and the 
abolition of the CurnculuiSi Development <t(Jntre will- reduce the sources 

.Sof support to which the ACER formerly had access Tor'the obtaining of 
research grants. However, there \s a more important consequence of the 
tei^inittion of direct CommorAvealth involvement in research and 
development tn education. Since the^ ACER is (he only nirtional 
independent educational research and^ development organization 
remaining in Australia, it wilK once again need to •accept greater 

^responsibility in a field that has over the past decade become accustomed 
to receiving increased service, unless nQw instrumbjitalities ari3€ wilhin 
the States There is some indication that such bodies will be^ formed to 
serve specific functions. For example, a TAFE J^a^ional Centre for 
Research^ and Development is being set up in South Australia, which will 
be supported by the'Australian Education Council, the Commonw^ialth 
has established both an Institute of Miilticultural Affairs and an Institute 
of Family Studies in Melbourne, and the Western A'ustralian 
Government, in a joint venture with the University of Western 
^ Australia, has set up a National Centre for Research on Rural Education 
in.Pefth. It IS important that such centres for research and development 
activities in education should be established around Australia 
Nevertheless, 'It is also ^tnportant to r(icognize that a significant impact 
on educational thought .and practice comes not from a short-term 

"program of activity but rather from a sustained but lively program which 
IS maintained oveM longer period. \ 

At the same time as new bodies are being formed to undertake 
research and development programs in education^ilareas, the bodies that 
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have traditionally engaged lo work in this field are being fonced to senile 
down their activities and in some cases to terminate their inv(^vemefrl in 
research and, develbpment As universities and colleges olydvanced 
education have found their fundihg- severely restricted, they have 
cummonb been forced tu fcducc their commitment to this work and in 
some instances tu\iose their cducationcii research units As. the Sta\p 
•Departments have experienced rising costs and reduced budgets, they 
have successively decreased their ^engagement m 'research and 
developmeni activities The ACER, too, has had to reduJe significantly 
its research prograjji over the past two years Whereas at the end of 1979 
we had 50 professional staffemployed or^seconded to work at the ACER, 
at the end of 1981 we will i^ive only 40 professional staff vvorking in o'ur 
lofZOKr 



/This reduction > 



cefit in our staff engaged in research and 



oftkes 

development will inevitably reduce'the volume of work that we are able 
to undertake. (, * > ' 

JhQ challenge to the Australian Council for-EducatioVml Research is to 
take account of these changing circumstances and to continue as its 
Council thinks^ fit, within the limits of resources avaTlablev to serve ^est 
theTieeds of Australian education 
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INVITATIONAL CONFERENCEON SOCIETAL CHANGE 
AND ITS IMPACT ON EDUCATION 



A major invitational conference on the lehitionship between societal 
change xind education, held on Thursday ,'<;^jind Frida>„i9 August 1980 
at the Univers^t) of Melbourne, -v\as planned to h5lp mark the 50(h 
anniversary oX Jhe Ibu-nding of the ACElv^ ' 

The 95 conference participants represented a broad cross-section, of 
.\ustralian educators, employers, trade unionists, and mtdia personnel 
The participants came from eveT> Australian State and Territory <is well 
a^*N^w Zealand In addition, foiir distinguished overseas scholars. 
Professor A M Ffcilsey, Professor Torsten I|usen, Or Henry Levin, and 
Or Ernbst Boyer attended and presented major papers 

Purpose of the Conference 

The conference was designed to focus attention on the* interaction 
between economic, demographic, political, and societal change and the 
education systerji In common with much jof the rest of the vJorld, 
Australia is experiencing a period of rypid change Technological 
develupmunts, demographic shifts, modified. social relationships,\and an 
uncertain economic future are some of the components of this change In 
-any ^riod,^thy t'raditiortsil roles of^niajor social institutions bonie into 
^question, anjl^^i^cataqn is net immune from such'a re-exarfiinalion * 

The process of examining the *interactiG^i between education and 
ch'ttnge in the w ider society can be v jpwed ^s corrn)rising four interrelated 
stages a consideration of the trad^fToiltvkrole of education in society, an 
identification of the ty{)es of/changes which society is likely to' 
experience, an e^amlnatlon of ijhe likely impact of social change upon 
education, and a reconsideratiojilof the appropriate form and function of 
education in a changing society A * ^ ^ ^ V-j^ - • 

fl^wds looped that, if the conference could enlCorage the rigororfs 
analysis of e;ich of these stages, the task of preparing Au'stralian 
education for the coming decade's would-be, facilitafedT In this analysis',at 
was considered impx)rtant^that jflternatiOnal expeneoee and perspectives 
be brought to'bear on the issues concern. y 

Organizatidn of Ihe ConfeVjiice * v 

Because ofthe broad nature of the" issues to be ex^fn^ned, it was 
considered essential that'the areas of debate be identified "welht^advance 
of the two days of ttie conference itself To achieve *this objective,^ 
Background paptrs were conlmissioned from four prominent Australian 
scholars. These^^japers were designed to illuminate the four Stagey of * 
inquiry outlined above. ^ ' ^ "^'^ - ^ *^ 

Professor Brian Crittenden, Professor of Eduption at^La Tro^ 
University, prepared a p'aper entiUed 'Theoretical Assumptions in the 
Recent Development of Australian Education'. This paper, w^ich was* 
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.written from a historical and philosophical perspective, discussed 
changes in the mam objectives and assumptions of education m 
Australia since about 1 950 and cpuidally assessed the ones that are ipost 
useful in current practice. . ' * 

Two of the papers outlined and analysed various changes m A^ustralia 
in the recent past and attempted to predict the l^ely course and rate of 
change over the next few decades Professor Don Aitkin, Professo; of - 
Political Science at the Australian National University, /xamined the 
politicaLand sociological dimensfons of c^iange in a paper entitled 
^Australian Spciety m Change. A Sociological and Political Perspective' ^ ^ 

Professor Sir Bruce. Williams, Vice-Chancellor of the University of 
Sydney^ m his paper 'Australian Society in Change: An Economic and 
Demographic Perspective' outlined the e^^onomic and demographic 
factors w^ich influence the proportion of the nation's resources which »s ,^ ^ ^ 
allocated education sec^i^^nd ^cgnsidered a number of likely . 

changes in the relative strength^nhe^e factors. *-r ^' > ' 

The fourth ^aper, 'Changing Edui^ajional Efnptiases for ihe 1980s , ^' 4 

attempted to draw together the issues^ raised by the other three 
background papers. Mrs^Jean Blackburn, a former full-time member m ^ 
the Schools Commission, considered the impatt of societal change upon 
the functions of Australian education and discussed some of the 
modifications of the form and content of education which may be 
necessary as a result of these changes. 

* To promote discussion and debate, the four papers were circulated to 
conference participants several months before the conference, and six 
individuals representing a wide range of interestsiwere in^vited to prepare 
statements of reacti<5n which were also circulated. The reactanls were* 
Mr R.G. Fry, Director, Metal Trades Industry Association of Australia; 
Dr D.A. Jecks, Principal, Churchlands College; Mrs J.E. Kirner, 
Executive Officer, Victorian Federation of State Schools Parents Clubs; 
Mr P.W. Matthews, Director of Studies, Trade Union Training 
Authority Dr B.W. Scott, Managing Director, W.D. Scott and 
Company ,^ Sydney, and Mr J.ft. Steinle, Director-General of Educa^on, 
-South-Australia. • * c - * 

As a further stimulus to debate, the State InstiUites of Educationar 
Research established working parties to examine issues raised by the ^ 
background papers and reactant statements. Their reports werQ made 
available to participants at the time of the conference. . . ' . ' 

The pre-conference activities were designed to enable participants to 
bring with them a common set of data on various aspects of change in ^ ^ 
Australian society and a common understandinfof the issues involved . 
in considering the implications of change for Aiistralian education At. . 
the conference 'itself, these issues were placed in an international 
perspective throif#the papers presented by the four overseas authors 
The implications of societal change for two important, aspects of 
educational endeavour-educational research and the design of 
curricula -were discussed by Dr*John Keeves and Dr Malcolm Skilbeck 
* respectively. Emeritus Professor ►. Peter Karmel, who chaired the' 
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proceedings, ^(osed the conference with ^ overview of the issues raised 
b> the pre-conference activities and at'the\onference itself. A summar> 
of each of the papers presented at the conference is $»vei\ below. 

Paper 1 Social Influences on Education: The British Case 
Author Professor AH Hirisey (Director of the Department of Social 
and Administrative Studies, Oxford iJniversity, England') 

In a wide-ranging paper, Halse> was concerned with exploring two broad 
related themes-the dependence of changes in the education system 
upon social changes characterized by increasing complexity in the 
division /of labour^ and the impact of the expansion of educational 
dpportunrty upon social, equality He developed the- first theme by 
arguing that there is an-*^volutionary trend towards an* increasing 
complexity in the division of labour and that this trend shows no sign of 
abating He illustrated the impact of provision which has e^olvedMn 
Europe since the Middle Ages in response to chatiging economic 
conditions over the period. ' • • 

At the present time, three economic developments have particular 
relevance for^the education system. First, it is increasingly prabaMe tha^, 
in the future, all who wish to dbtaia full-tifne employmeqt will not 6e 
able to do so" th^ relation between work,^ edyctition, and leisure as. 
understood historically is open tg fundamental change. Under such 
c9nditions the challenge for tfie education system is i5 "'democratize 
idleness', the provision of recurrent or continuing education js one early 
response to these conditions Secondly, there is eviderf^ of%ie growth 
relative size of the informal economy, that is, those economic 
activities whose outcomes for a number of reasons are ri^t reflected in 
^the official national accounts of the economy. Combiaed with general 
* pessimism about the value of increased expenditure oiv educationv the 
development of the informal economy at the expense of the formal 
economy (out of whose transactions the funds for education are 
distributed) rfieans that the relative proportion of society's resources 
'going to the education system may decline. The third economic 
development is the lowering of the price .of capital goods relative to 
labour This development may have considerable effect upon the types of 
pedagogical techniques employed by schools. 

Halsey'^ second theme on the relation between the expansion of 
educational opportunity and social equality pommenced with an outline 
of the historical factors which originally gave rise to the notion that 
expansion of educational opportunity would lead to greater social 
equality Research m the United States over the past decade has cast 
doubt on the ability of educational expansion to promote social equality. 
On the basis of an extensrve research study with which he had been 
involved in Britain, Halsey essentially confirmed this pessimism. 
Results, while disappointing to educators, are not wholly surpri'sing since 
the opportunities for educational parUcipation are unequally distributed 
among social classes in the first place. He argued that il is useful to view 



education as a ^po^itionar &ood. Under this formulation competition for 
jobs IS determined by one^s position in the education queue r^her than 
one^s.dbsolute level of educational attainment Accordingl;^, because of 
the inequality of access to educational opportunities, social equality is an 
ever-receding target. » 

Dest>ite these reservations, Halsey concruded his pUper mi a more 
op^mistic note. Oae cannot b^ pessimistic about the prospects/or social 
equality m a future in which Ihe di^sion of labour is likely Mo be 
fundamentally reconstructed Under such- conditions, the appropriate 
task for educators as for the resi'of sgciety is to decide upon the future 
that IS desirad and to devise strategies and policfes that will faglitate the 
transition from the presentio that future. \ ' . ; • 

Paper 2 The Future bf.^lnstitutionalized Schooling , . ' ^ , 
Author Frofe^or Torsten Husen (Pirector, Institute of International . 
Education,^ University of Stockholm, Sweden) 

Husen commenced by examining the changed auspi9es under which the 
education system is* now operating. The sixties, characterized by rapid 
economic growth, rapidly expanding enrolments^ and. a belief that 
education could promote social equality and harmony,- were the golden 
years of education. Smce about 1970, the conditions under which 
education operates have changed considerably Economic growth has 
slowed markedly, enrolments have declined in a number of sectors, and 
misgivings have develdped about the^ value qf education These factors 
have culminated in the ^Institutional malaise', which is affecting 
secondary schools in particular, and have led to^he school coming under' 
criti^iA from most points of the political spectrum. ' 

Hus6n argued tfiat a major factor contributing to the di|!iculties of the 
education system is the role that the school is expected to play 4n sifting 
and sorting students for employment This factor has adversely affected 
the Climate of schools' students compete for the external rewards of 
marks because of the influence of school success upon siibsequent 
entrance to tertiary education and employment. Even students who are 
greatly dissatisfied with school often remain in the system because of the 
links they perceive between education and job success. However, 
because of the slow-down in economic activity and the greater numbers 
of those with high levels-of education, these expectations are not always 
realized and this has the effect of further intensifying compeution at the 
school level. A largely vocational system easily tends to corrupt genuine 
educational values, the overall task for education is not simply to prepare 
pe(^le for employment, but to provide them with the competency they 
need in order to become well-rounded,, reasonably satisfied, and 
participating citizens in a democratic society, a society which should 
provide its citizens with options not least in the field of worR. 

To reshape'the school for the future, a major-precondition would be to 
try to dissolve the connection between the educational and employment 
systems, whereby the former is the sorting mechanism for the latter 




Pohcies whiih eniuurdged less eml^hdsis on formal education in 
dsscvssing empIo>menl qudlifiialions would assist lo weaken the nexus 
between education ancf employment 

Concerning ih6 school itself Husen dCgued thai, for the school to be 
reshaped into a better and more humane institution fpr achieving 
genuiael^^'eduvalional goals, il is neiessar> to ghe consideration li> what 
characterizes the educative process At the core of this process is the 
^interaction between tUe teacher and the student whereb>, through stable 
personal and emotional relationships, the teacher can provide the 
student with adequate and meaningful learning opportunities In this 
context. H\is6n contended that reconsideration be' given to the 
appropriate size of school ,units. since it is probable that, in smaller, 
schools J more responsible and ^interactive role can be developed for 
students, The main task of institutional arrangements is to establish a 
system whereb? ever> student has a teacher to whom>ie cara particularly 
relate, and such arrangements are not likelv to be present in large highly 
fragmented schools ^ , . , 

Finally Husen considered the appropriate role -of educational research 
in the future Greater research efforts need to be devoted to ideatif^i^ig 
<hQ factors contributing to the 'institutional malaise' from which the 
secO'ndary school in particular is suffering Futurological studies 
pertaining to reshaping the school so as to make it beUer able to.meet the 
needs of the post-industrial society have, to be- undertaken. 

Paper 3 Youth Unemployment and Education 
Author Dr H M Levin (institute for Research on EducaUonal 
Finance and Governrnent, Stanford University, USA) 

Levin compared youth and adult unemployment rates in the United 
States and Austrajia over the past two decades While the United States 
has had a persistent youth unemployment problem, high levels of youth 
unemployment have only become apparent in Australia since about 
1974. and the sharp rise in youth unemployment since -that time has 
coin^iided with a rapid growth in the level of aggregate unemployment. 
This factor needed to be borne in mind when considering the various 
explanations advanced for yotith unemployment in Australia. 

Alternative Jheories about yout"h unemployment were now being 
debated because youth unemployment had become a matter of major 
public coftcern. Levin identified threjj ""dimensions of this concern, 
namely the problems ^ associated with, the potentially anti-social 
behaviour of an unemployed youth culture.^ the debilitating long-run" 
effects on individuals of sustained periods of unemployment durifig 
adplescehce. and the fact that ttie general problem of yoiith^ 
unemployment Seems to be persisting 

Four major explaniJtibns of high levels.of youth unemployment were 
outlined-the derrtfJgraphic. the minimum wage, the shortage of skills, 
and the aggregate economic conditions theories. While some evidenc:e 
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Luuld A^ublamedno support each explanation, the Strongest evidence 
supported- the argument' that, in Australia at leasts the dowOturn m 
eLunoniiL aLti\it> sinc^ the mid-sevennes was the major contributing 
factor to high levels of >outh unerrtplo>ment in depressed labour 
•markets, a is yuun^i people, 'and in particular those >oung people from 
disadvantaged regions anti/ur disad\ anTSfged home backgrounds, who 
are the most rapidly affected b> adverse, changes in the aggregate 
economy ' , 

Before examining poliLies-whlch mliy help to overcome some of the 
problems of youth unemployment. Levin emphasized that it is important 
to distinguish between policici> which may help particular individuals to 
gain employment and policies which lift aggregate employment. Without 
an increase in overall employment, the gaining of employment by a 
particular individual or group of mdividuals may simply be at the 
expense uf the employ ment uf pthers While such policies may share the 
available empluymen't mure fairly, this is not necessarily guaranteed and 
accordingly the displacement effects of such policies need to be carefully 
considered ^ ' , 

Levin wnis pessimistic about the current efficacy of conventional 
monetary, fiscal, afid external sector policies in raising aggregate 
employment withuut raising inflation levels Rather attention should be 
directed at mure specific job creation programs In particuhar, small-scale 
enteVpnses have a better chance of providing employment opportunities, 
fusteVrtg a satisfactory work environment, and fulfilling social needs 
thair\><large enterprises lie illustrated this argument by reference to 
the reKt»\t2 economic success of small farms, small businesses, andi 
youth producer co-operatives in satisfying formerly unfilled social 
demands Accordingly guv-ernment policy should be-redirected towards 
facilitating the capacity. of small enterprises to raise capital, and the funds 
that would otherwise be used as redundancy payments for displaced 
workers cci^u Id be one source of such capital 

Levin^ concluded his paper with the observation that, since the 
contention that the education sector was responsible for youth 
unemployment was not wel^ supported by the available evidence, the 
education bector should not make promises to undertake reforms to 
solve the problem of youth unemployment Such'policies should only be 
unciertaken if they are worthwhile in themselves. 

Paper 4 ltducation for a Complete Life 

Author br i^L Boyer (President, Carnegie Foundation for the 
Advancement of Teaching, Washington, USA) 

In approaching thi,s broad topic, Boy,er argued that consideration of the 
^ type of education necessary for a complete life necessitates an 
, examination of the values and objectives of education The goals held for 
education at any one time inextricably reflect contemporary thought 
about the purposes of life itself Therefore, m order to determine the role 
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values ^nd issues which are hkel> to be consolidated or emerge o\er the 
next fev\ decades and which will influence perceptions of the 'needs of 
indi>idLials Dr Bo>er identified four major groups of likely 
developments 

[ trst. because ut rising expectations, the demand for^ education will 
^oniinue to escalate despite current pessimism about "the \alue of 
education Mu^h ut this pessimism was ill-founded and there was a greaf 
deal of evidence to support the view that expansion .of educational 
Jppurtunities had facilitated soctal mobilit) and encouraged moves 
towards greater equalit> Bo>er warned against confusing equalit> of 
access with unifo?mit> of educational program Education for a comple.te 
life Will require not onl> a great expansion of educational opportunity but 
also a greater diversity of educational provision in order to meet the 
varied neecSs of individuals 

The second majo; tregd concerned the changing life styles of 
individuals and the concomitant changes in their educational needs In 
this regard, he cited.evidence demonstrating a decline in working hours, 
luwering uf the retirement age, the growth in part-time enrolments, and 
Ihu greater flexitilit) with which people no^ sequenced their education, 
wurk. and leisure These developments indicate that education for a 
complete life requires the provision of educational opportunities over the 
complete life-c>cle of the individual Acceptance of the view that 
education is a lifetime process has strong implications for the nature of 
pre-adult education * 

Thirdly, Boyer described the growth of technology and, in particular, 
cummunicatiuns technology^, and discussed sQme of the implications (^f 
this growth for the educative process Language is the centrepiece of 
education and of life itself, and our understanding of tFle way messages 
are sent and received Vvill, in the future, determine our civilization and 



^lerhaps survival Technology greatly opens up the opportunity for 
learning outside the classroom, and this npn^trijdilional edycation must 
be more closely integrated with the traditional educative i^ocess before 
education for a complete life can be achieved. / 

The final group ^developments concerned the substance :of« the 
educative process He predicted that the definition fyf the core curriculum 
will change in that the curriculum will move'^beyond the traditional 
academic subjecls and will try to achieve a central integrating purpose for 
cductfiiun Such a central integrating purpose would be to help all 
sludtnls U> sec themselves in relation to other people, other times, and 
other places Although we live in a world m which all secmons are 
mextricablv linked to each other, current curricula do not always reveal 
those connections While people are non-uniform, they do have a 
common heritage, a common contemporary agenda, and a common 
future ^yer concluded that education for a complete life requires^ a 
curriLura»v!^hich is structured to allow <he*study of the common need 
lor language, our common fieritage, common social institutions, 
commoij^iictiviiies. and common prospects for the future 
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Paper 5 ' The imphuitiuns of Sotietdl Change for Educational Research 
Author Dr J.P Keeves (Director, Australian Council for 'Educational 

Research) , 
Keeves reviewed developments in educational researcl\ in Au^calia and 
overseas In Australia, the consolidation of the ACER as an independent 
eduLdtional research organisation, the establishment of the Education 
Research and Development Committee, and the development of a 
vigorous assoLiaUon of research workers have assisted the greater co- 
ordination of educational research effort "and have facilitated an 
impressive accumulation of significant educational research findings 
However, much of the educational research effort is in urgent need of 
consolidation into a coherent body of knowledge. The recent 
development of new techniques *to review ai)ti consolidate research 
findings offers promise in this regard but more needs to be done to 
ifchieve coherence. , * . r 

There are three major forces which will influence the direction ol 
research in education First, new paradigms for educational research will 

'evolve from the cross-fertilization of the wide range of social and 
behavioural sciences engaged in the educational research endeavour 
Keeves drew attention to the danger that researdi workers from different 
disciplines may become isolated from the mainstream of educational 
thinking by preferring to work within their own disciplinary setting The 
second major factor is the emergence of critical issues which demand the 
efforts of researchers. As an illustration of this, the immediate concern 
of youth unemployment is part of a wider problem of the transition of 
youth from dependence to a constructive role in adult^society This issue 
involves a major problem lying within the field of educational research 

^ Finally Uie development of high-speed computational facilities over the 
past decade has enabled the employment of sophisticated statistical and 
analytical techniques in research. Such developments have shifted the 
thrust* of* ediucational research' towards the study of multivariate 
relationships However, the advancement of^knowledge requires more 
than the availability of sophisti'cated computational facilities and 
analytical techniques, in the long term, it will be the development of 
explicit 4nd well argued theory for examination with empiricaMata that 
wilf lead to advances. 

On the basis of the major problems facing Australian society as 
identified by the conference background' papers and from an 
examination of the areas where gams are likely to be made because of the 
interplay of the three factors discussed above,. Keeves presented for 
debate a sequence of ^ireas m which he believed educational research 
should be actively pursued in the future* 

1 the development of an effective scale for the measurement and 
'comparison of student performance; 

2 the development of a coherent understanding of the factors which 
influence school learning, 

3 the development of procedures for the mapping of the school 
curriculum, 
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4 studies of the cust-cfTeiliv eness of different educational programs and 
^ seT>/ices:. > ^ • 

5 studies in the transition from school to a constructive adult life 
. including the interp!a> of leisure, work, and education in individual 

^deVelepment, 

6 the educational environment of the home, > 
J the thought processes of children. 

iCeeves concluded thdt,'^vithout an understanding of the problems 
which exist in these areas and >vithout evidence arising from research, 
there is little available upon which to base future programs and policies 

Paper 6 The Implications of Societal Change for the Curriculum 
Author Dr M Skilbeck (Director,. Curriculum Development Centre, 
Australia) , ^ 

.Skilbeck noted that the conoept of curriculum has broadened over time 
from syllabus to expe/iepce. Accordingly curriculum change is a broader 
process than the changing of books and instructional materials it Is a 
form of social change both within the school and in terms of its impact on 
society In this context, Dr Skilbeck argued that tKe title of t|ie 
conference seemed to imply a one-way flow between societal change and 
education and that the possibility of social change in response to 
educational change also needs to be considered 

' Skilbeck identified a number of changes in Australian society which 
are likely to interact with the curriculum These included the increasingly 
multicultural nature of society, a growing demand for community 
p^irticipation in decision making,, technological change, shifts in the job, 
market, the^geo-political position of Australia, and the moves away from' 
absolutism and towards pluralism in knowledge and values. 

The secondary school has become a mass universal institution and as 
such the current culture oV the secondary schoolv which is in general a 
diluted version of an academic culture,, is no longer appropriate, it is by 
addressing the question of the secondary school curriculum that it is 
possible to get to the heart ofthe societal change and curriculum issue. 
The curriculum should be viewed as a social-cultural'map. Under this 
view, the school curriculum is a means of sustainmg, modifying, and 
recreating the world to which it addresses itself m both a personal and a 
social sense In addition, the curriculum ^:an be viewed as providing^ 
sonie of the tools, skills, and values which enable students to engage 
actively in the' social world. 

''Some of the elements in the curriculum map would be' 

1 the development of personal, group, national, apd ^international 
identity: 

2 an acknowledgment of.the reality of change; » 

3 an acknowledgment of the openness of truth. Values, and beliefs, 

4 the means by which individuals can manage,, guide, and direct the 
social order, 

5 knowledge of the opportunities for growth in workv leisure, and 
relationships. - ^ 
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The conventional model ol LuYnculum change is that it is viewed as a 
product of broad educational policy decisions which have been derived 
from broad -social policv vvhich, tn turn, ha;s been derived Trom broad 
pohtical processes. Under thtS model, the curriculum is a reflection of 
social reality, a product from.jhe.past, an^l the curriculum designer is 
essentially a social technicVanJjhi§ model was condemned to failure by 
social lag ami-6kilbeck cOi\tfasttd this niudel of curriculum design with 
the view of curriculum* as a social-cultural mapping in whicli the 
curriculum designer interacts with other groups and individuals The = 
mapping process requires, (a)^^cial knowledge and understanding, (b) 
constructs and the6ries about the social-cultural world, (c) an analysis of ' 
alternative futures. 

If the map-making approach is to Have eff'ect, it is necessary to think of 
teachers as designers and engineers" of curricula rather than as the 
translators' of a curriculum designed elsewhere-. 

Dr Skilbeck placed his earlier comments into the context of the 
development and content of the recent Curriculum Development Centre 
publication, A Core Curriculum for Australian Schools.* 

* ' > * 

Paper 7 Societal Change and its Impact on EducaXion\A Conference' 

Summation • > ^- * 

Author Professor P.H. Karmel ^Chairman, 'C commonwealth Tertiary 

Education Commission, Australiif) 

Karmel outhned likely developments over the next 20 years in 
demography, the labour market, technological change, and the growth, of 
a public acceptance of pluralisn] in valyes. The implication of these 
changes for-the education sector is that enrolments are unlikely to grow 
at the relatively rapid rate of the past two decades, public expenditure on 
education i^ likely to be restrained, . and the requirements for 
accountability by educatiopal institutions and for relevance -in courses 
are likely to continue If educational, institutions are to offer courses 
relevant. to a socially complex and technologically sophisticated world, 
they must be prepared to range very widely in their acuvities and to_^ 
function in many roles. . . r . ^ ■ 

Dfespite the difficulties of gaining consensus on the goals ol education / _ 
ancf the relative weights to be attached to these goals, it can be sjated that 
(a) education in the formal sector'has the characteristics of preparing * 
individuals for human activity, of which work is only one aspect, and of 
being a life experience in itself,'and (b) educational institutions and 
processes reflect the relations within society, and society itself is 
moderated ]by the nature of^ucation. ^ 

On the bas^s of the background and conferenc€ papers, Karmel set out 
a number of practical prescriptions which may be implemented as a , 
contribution to various social problems. 

Within, theyears of compulsory education, proper attention should be 
(JifectedloWards basic language skills in the broadest sense of the 
whole .notion of^communication, • ; - 
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2 T4he compulsory curriculam should include awStudy^of \vork.as d mdj6r 
human activity. ' '^f\ ' , 

3 The^developmen\ of<;omprehensive two->edt^ieducaliphaUnstitutions 
for the post'ConriRulsory school years should be considOred. 

4 The present apprenticeship s>stem^should biSup^tem^nted ^ith 
other forms^f training j'or young people. '*^>,^"^ -"^^ , 

5 Employers should maintairi a balanced \vDrkforG€^tt:arCappropriaie 
proportion of training positions for young people ' / 

'6 The financial allo^vances for young people in variotts^dpcationi^^, 
trammg, and employment activities need to be rationa4i^(;l to provide 
appropriate incenlrves for the undertaking of meaningfufactivities 

^"^ It is desirable to encourage the promotion of recurrent education so 
that people are able to move in and out of education throughout their 
lifetimes. . » , - 

Karmel stated that the practical prescriptions he had outlined do qot : 
provide a solution for all social and economic problejns. However they 
are fe'asible suggestions which lead in t]ie direction of fairer treatment for * " a 
disadvantaged groups as well as raising the competence of induictualsjn .^ 
^undertaking human activities The prescriptions may threaterv some 
vested interests and they will certainly cost money. The high hopes once ^ 
held fo^r ^education have been replaced* in some quarters by despair 
Ho\yeverf* over the past 20 years in Australia, theft have been many i 
significant improvements in the quality of Australian education at all 
levels. If as much can be achieved in the next 20 years, a great deak oC 
^ progress will Bave been made, even4hough the future is Jikely to'be one 
in which social conflict rather than economic growth predominates^ 
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PROGRAM IN LEARNING AND TEACHING , 



Advisory Ccmimittee " / ^ 

Mr A Websier (Chairman). Mr MJ. Angub, Professor W J Canif)bell, Mr J 
Mitchell. Dr P,*Ti'lleil, Professor R P Tibher. Mr S F Bourke, Dr M J Rosier, 
The Director (The Committee met once during the year ) 

Overview 

The activities of this Div ibion have been signiflcanlly'curtdileU during ih: 
period under review as a result of the financial constraints operating on 
the Council's program of research and development. As a consequence 
several projects have been temporarily halted as staff have left to take 
other positions. Effprts are, however, being made to revive projects after 
a period in abeyance so that the acknowledged thrust of the program of 
ihQ Division does not suffer unduly. . 

'fhe most significant study within the Division during the past 12' 
months has been the Australian Studies in Student Performance wifich 
has sought to examine progress in 'learning task's of literacy and 
numeracy in Australian ^hools over the period 1975 to 1980 The study 
was conducted under a cloud of intense-opposition led by some of the 
teacher uiiions and some state so^jool parents organizations, and with the 
opposition strongly endorsed by such bodies a^ the Curriculum 
Development Centre. N^ertheless it is'to the credit of the ACER staff 
that in spite of this Je^pposUlon a satisfactory level of response was 
forthcoming and da;/ that were Basically sound were obtained Indeed 
the overall level oj^l^spotise to this Australian study was in excej5s of that 
b6iog obtained/for some similar, overseas studies which have not been 
confronted^vflh organized opposition. The maximum estimated bias 
whidjjw^isen as a result of the lack of support for the study is believ,ed 
to exceed one per cent of proportions responding correctly to test 
items and is substantially less than the estimated sampUng errors 

The report of the study has wisely not considered in detail the 
educational significance of the evidetice presented. However, it would 
appear from the gdlns recorded that, over the ^^year period from 1975 
to 1980, progress "fias been -made in the teacning of the basic skills 
literacy and numeracy in Australian schools. While it is not possible to 
produce documentary evidence of the changes in teaching practices thai 
shave octurred *in the period between 1975 and 1980, there i3 ample 
Hearsay evidence that schools and teachers in Australia have taken- 
seriojjsly the public concern for the* level of performance of students in 
the areas of literacy and numeracy and have sought through their 
, teaching to raise that level. Without such assumptions about changes in 
teachingjpractices, it would be difficult to account for the substantial 
increase'in level of performance on such tasks ^is nCyvspaper feading 
* Furthermore, it is known that school texts that have emphasized the 
development of these skills have found a ready market. Likewise,^an 
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examinatiun\jr changes in lhen)rugrams uf tCachcr educajion mstitulioms 
indicate that in recent years there has been a renewed emphasis in 
preparation for teaching in the areas of literac> and nun\erac> The 
overall view of the reseaah 'staff working on this study is that,, in the 
main, there was great concern and strung support, among the rank-and^ 
file.t^^achers and parents of students currently in Australian ^ho^, for a 
study that sought to investigate progress in literacy and numeracy in 
1980 

At the time of.writing the future of a continuing program is in doubt, 
testing, will not now take place in 1981 Nevertheless it is of some 
consequence" .to rfote that recem parliamentary committees of inqiliry 
have continued to emphasize the need for such a monitoring program 
Both th^ report ofthe Scyiate Standing Committee on Education and the 
Arts, Preparation Jor M Workjoru\ and the report of the. Committee of 
Inquiry ^ into Technological Change in Australia have made firm 
recomme*ridations in this area Furthermore, they would appear to base 
their support for a monitoring program on a need for students to learn 
these skills if they are to become effective members of Australian 
society, and on a need forschoolsjo provide appropriate kistruct,ion to 
promote the development of these skills h 

Over the past l»5 yeafrs the Australian Council for Educational 
Research has profited greatly from^ its contacts with the network ,of 
overseas educational research workers who have collaborated to carry 
out co-operative research progrirfiis under' the auspices of the 
International * Association for the Evaluation of Educational 
Achiev ement. 1 he time has come for the ACER to {Trovide leadership in 
this are.a and Dp M J. Rosier has undertaken the re.^nsibility of co- 
ordinating work for the Seqortd IE A Science SAidy Some financu^I 
support J[ias been forthcoming for the financial year 1981-82 from 
oversea*s sources to provide for the international components of the 
program Nevertheless, if the full program of international research and 
training is to remain v lable, fu^ther^support will have to be obtained from 
overseas sources. 

The ACER is also planning to participate in. the lEA Classroom 
Environment Teaching for Learning Study and, if the costs. and work 
load are not too heavy, jn the lEA Study of Written Composition The 
reservations that werQ heldabout participation in both these studies have 
cleared as more dqtaiied plans for the conduct of the studies have been 
developed The ACER, in*generaU has staff with relatively limited 
experience for work in this complex area where a considerable body of 
research has been accumulated overseas in recent years The opportunity 
provided by IE A for collaboration in research is one ofthe vvays in which 
It IS possible to strengthen the skills and expertise of staff^in minimal 
time and at relatiielyMittlc cost. These links with overseas colleagues 
becobe increasingly rewarding as IE A moves to undertake activities that 
extend beyond its traditional field of endeavour associated^ with the 
assessment of student achievement through survey research methods 
» • 
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NATIONA L STUDIES OF EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES 

Second lEA Science Study ^ f ' ^ 

Malcolm J J^osier, Dcniglas 1 CoujKr j,^ ^ 



(1 his projeu was inLluged m ihe AC T.R C ore Program Mr Couper was seconded 
from the Victorian hducaiion Department ) , »v. 

Many countries aruund the world are expressing grave concern about the 
quantity and quahty of mathematics and science education in prin\ary 
- and secondary schools iji the context of the growing needs of the 
countries for competent workers in the sCienti|ic and technological areas 
that are seen to be crucial for their national development. In response ro 
this concern, the International Association for the ^valuation of 
Educational Achievement (lEA)j at the 'meeting ^of its General 
Assembly in August 1980 in Finland, decided tp commence the Second 
lEA Science Stud> . The study will build on the experience gained during 
the first project which was conducted in the early 1970s It fol^vws that 
the second study should collect data to enable the changes in curricufum ^ 
and achievement in science from the early 1970s to the early 1980s to be 
described. 

The ILA decided that the International Centre for the study should be 
located at the ACER, ihM Or John Keeves should be Chairmari of the 
International Project Councri responsiole, for the general policy and 
funding of the study, and that Or Malcolm Rosier should be the 
International Co-ordinator responsible' for the organization of the study ^ 

The aims of the study are to measure the current state of school 
science education across the world, to examine changes in science 
education stnce the first study, to investigate curricular and other factors 
which explain differences in the outcomes of science programs, and to 
assist the participating countries to conduct associated national studies of * 
science education. 

It IS anticipated that many developing countries will participate in j^e^ 
» study. In consequence, a strong. emphasis wilj be placed on a variety of 
training activities designed to enhance the capacity of national centres 
•and research workers to undertake large-scale survey research studies 

During the past year^the main activities of the study have been the^ 
pi'eparalion of two basic planning documents, and the contact with a 
^ range of countries concerning particrpation in the study. The two major 
documents have J)een a set of guidelines cfescribing the conduct of the 
study and the overall schedule of activities, and a draft plan for the 
analysis *of science curricula across the world. T]ie first issue of the 
newsletter giving information about the progress of the study was 
pi'epared'and distributed. 

Analysis of Chemistry Curricula in Australia 

An important component of the initial work on the SecondJEA Science 
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Sl\jd> w.ivlhc analysis uf cheniislry curriLula in Australia, undertaken by 
Mr Douglas C uupcr* Any analysis of changes in science education across 
lime must uke account ol the way m which the curricula ha\e changed 
The' analysis of changes in curricula requites an examination of the 
nature of the topics in the curricula and the emphasis given to them, 
whiJe also paying attention to changes' m the 4Mrticipalion rates of 
students in sciencc.cuurses Mr C ^juper 'de\ elupcd a detailed scheme for 
b Ihe analysis of chemistry courses at the Year! 2 level ifi Australia, and he 
applied the scheme to courses in each of the .^islralian Stales This 
involved thciexammaliun of published syllabus s^tements from 1970 lO 
1980, and of associated examination papers It would appear to be 
^important for use to be made of this methodology-* for the detailed 
j^analysis ot science curricula m other areas, especially in physics and 
biology ' ; - . ' ' . * 

PubliL a aofh and Papers ^ ^ 

Couper, Dl- The Analysis of Science Curricula Paper presented it 

CON AST A Conference, Canberra, September 1980 , 
Keeves, J P and Rosier, M J Guidelines for the Second IJEA Science 

Studv, Hawthorn, Victoria' AjlTIR, 1981 (mmieo ) 



Second*! EA Matk^tiatics Study 

'IVI.Ucolm Rosier V 

♦ y f 

i Ih!s projcci was mdutfcd m the AC LR Core Pf(Wam )/ 

TheTmal report ol the Secon^^lEA M-«h<^1ati^^Study in Austraha, as* 
described in last year's ACTR^ Annual Report, was published in October 
1980 A comnuler tape conUiining the 1964 and 1978 data sets and the 
ass<Mrf«U5id tcthnical documenlaliom have been lodgedvwith the 
Australian Consortium fur Social and Political Research 'fnu^rporaied 
(ACSPRl) ^rtithe Survey Re^search 'Centrj, A usiiMum >| National 
University .^^nberra Later in 1981 it may be lodged, with the Inler- 
universil) C^asortium lor P-vlil"-al and^oci\jJ^s$(m!ts(lCPSR)^at the 
Ann ArBa?fMichigan, USA \\ ^ ^ > 



. Survev Research Ct^atrc- Ar 

Puhlaanons anikPiipeh * " 

Rf)>i«r, M J Standards in Mathematics in Ausli\di3n^ecyndary Schpols 
o Pajtef presented at ANZAAS Congress, Brisbane, May 1981 
Rosier, M'J. The Second lEA Mathematics Study^ Australia In H G 
^ Steinpt-fEd.), Co'mparauvc SiiuUi's of Sfafkt^m^^^ Cnrnmla. Chuf^tc 
^ andStabihn imhiml ^lelefeld, I)Kleral Re\blw .of CJermany 
Mn^^l fur Didaktik der Mathematik 
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Australian Studies in Student Performance 

Sidney F, Bourke, John M Mills. W,»rren B Jones, Jackie Slanyon, F^aye Holzer 



(This project s^asc funded b> the Australian Lducation Council (AEC) Ms 
Slanyon was seconded from the Victorian Education Department ) 

Details of the purposes of this project and the development of criterion- 
referenced tests in reading, waiting, and numeration wet^ given in the 
1979-80 Annual Report, The tests were administered in October 1^0 to 
5473 10-year-old students and 5103 14-year-old students (these figures 
represent 78 per cent and 73 per cent of the designed samples, • 
respectively). The 476 participating schools were offered a copy of their 
own results, almost all of the schools accepted the offer and results were 
.despatched promptly. A major report, detailing national performaace on 
individual ii:dmS Undsfcib'-xei>.U, and by sex and school location, has been 
presented to the AEC. A brVef 'sunjmary,. report, intended for 
parncipatmg schools and for mterested members of the publk", has also 
been prepared. 

g^ormance on the reading tests followed a similar.pattem jn both age 
groups. The simplest reading t^sks gained a near-perfect response from 
all students but OTialler proportions of students were siiccessful in prose 
comprehension and on reading tasks concerned with comprehending a 
newspaper and extractingMnform^dbn from it. Ho^A'ever, over twOrthiTds 
of btudents in both samples succesSfttUy. completed every reading task 

The writing tests included two separate objectives. Some items 
assessed writing demands made by family, school, or community; these 
assessments were made according to specific criteria, in line with the 
overall criterion referenced approach of the study. Other items, which 
assessed the expression or;)ersonal feelings, ideas, and experience, were 
not amenable to this method of scoring, global scoring was used in these 
cases. Nine-tenths of students in both age groups were successful in 
writing an effective personal message Performance on writinga letter for 
information was high for 14-year-old students but low for 10-year-old 
students. It was found" that, in the globally-scored tasks, both 10-year-old 
and 14-year-old students wrote the most words in telling a story Ten- 
year-old students awde the fewest spelling errors in writing a report and 
14-year-old students had the highest spelling error rate in expressing 
opinions. , 

Irf the numeration te«ts, very high proportions of students at both age 
levels were successful on tasks involving ther operation of addition 
Approximately seven out of ten oP"the lO-year-.old students were 
successful in all the numeration sub-tests, as were eight out often 14- 
year-old students. The . former students performed least well on 



cvmipulaluin Uisks, iVactiuns vind decimdls were handled least well by the 
iiUler Itiswurihy of note that I0-> ear-old students had relative difficulty 
witVi tellirfg the time, working with tiqjie, and computing using the four 
arithmetic operations 

Comparison^ were made between the performances of male and 
female students At the 10->ear-old level, fenitile students generally 
performed better ^than males in 'all three tcbtsMhis superiority was 
repeated, but with less consistency., at the 14-year-old level. 

Performance D> school location was also investigated Ncf significant 
differences were' found for reading. Small differences favouring lO-year- 
uld mefropolitan bl^udents were found in the numeration test results. The 
only significant difference found in the writing test results was that 10- 
year-old non-metropolitan students performed better t-han their 
metropolitan counterpart^on taking a telephone message. ^ 

A number of items in the 1980 tests were similarTo those used in the^ 
Australian Studies in School Performance project (1975). Other items 
were common and provided an opportunity to compare performance 
dver timp In ro^ding, performance on common items, at both age levelSv 
was almost idermeal for both test administrations. However, it is of 
interest that the prose comprehension of 14-year-old students appeared 
to have improved and the newspaper, reading skills of IG-year-old 
students showed a marked improvement In the 1 0-y ear-old writing 
tests, a personal message was bet'ter done than in, 1975 and results .on 
common sub-tasks in writing a letter for information (writing a greeting 
and a final signature) showed an improvement in. 1980 Comparisons in 
performance on^tht? writing tests at the 14-year-old level showed no 
significant difference between 1975jiyul 1980. The numeration tests 
afforded two bases for comparison. First, there was an improved 
performance al both age levels on eight basic items concerned with the 
four operations Second, there were 13 items more generally 
representative of the numel'ation tests 10-y ear-old students did not! 
perform at a significantly di^fferent level from that of 1975, but tha 
performance of the 14-year-old students was significantly higher in 1980. 

The AHC will take a decision in October 1981 about the continuation 
of the testing program. 

Publications 

Bourke,JS F Australian Studies in Student Performance Development 
of the^Numeration Tests. Hawthorn, Victoria. ACER, 1981 (mimeo.) 

Bourke, S.F,., Mills, J.M.v Stanyon, J , and noIzer,'F Perjorniance in 
Ltteiacy and Numeraty, 1980. Canberra Australian Government 

. printer (in press) 

Mills. J.M and Molzer^ F Australian Studies in Student Performance 

Pevelopment of the Reading Tests, f iavythorn, Victoria, ACERv 1981. 

(mimeo j ^ 
Stanyon, Jackie ^ Australian Studies in Student Performance. 

Development of the Writing Tests Havvthorn, Victoria. ACER, 1981. 

(n\imeo.} , ' 
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Social Indicators of Educational Achievement 

Kenneth N Ross * ^ , 

(This project was,inclucted m the ACEE Core Program ) 

In this study several mdicators of school mean achievement were 
prepared and then validated The indicators were based on census 
descriptions of the characteristics of school communities, while the 
achievement measures were concerned with tests of basic skillis in 
literacy and numeracy which had been gathered from national samples of- 
Australian 10-year-old and 14-year-old students. 

An important finding in this.study was that the correlations between 
censi^based indicators and school mean-achieveni^nt scores were 
com]^rable with, and sometimes greater than, correlations previously 
obtained for mdicators whicn had been constructed from detailed and 
personal home-background information obtained from individual 
student^. 

The performance of these census-based Indicators as predictors^ of 
school mean achievement was dependent upon residential patterns 
associated with school communities. The' nature of these residential 
patterns was examined with respect to current 'social geography' 
theories \vhich have suggested that the basic dimensions of residential 
differentiation are concerned with socioecojiomic, family, and ethnic 
descriptions of human populations. 



STUDIES OF THE EDUCATION bF SPECIAL GROUPS 

Learning Thresholds and the Retention of Literacy Sfcills 

Sidney F Bourke 

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.) 

This projett has involved following up some 850 students who, as 10- 
year-olds, were in the sample of students tested in the 1975 Australian 
Studies in Schobl Performance project. These students were agaifi tested' 
In reading and numeration in 1979 when they were* 14^ years old, in 
conjunction with the Survey of School Leavers project In the long term it 
is intended to again follow upttnTsample perhaps in 1983 when they will 
be 18 years old. The literacy and numeracy levels of these persons would 
again be assessed and related to their current circumstances of education 
and employment. ^ . , . 

Very little jime was available for work on this project in the year 
1980-8 1 , although files linking their achievement in 1975 ai^d 1979 have 
been prepared. A report on this phase pf the; study will be written as soon 

, • V, " • 25 

<<!fi ' ■ ' , " 

Er|c ' % \29 



as possible However, there are no plans to work on this project in 
1981-82 but to re-activate the program in the following year in 
preparation for tras;ing, interviewmg, and a^iaiysing the results for Ihesfe 
students in late 1983. ^ 



Studies of Sex Differences in Achievement in Mathematics and 
in the Tratisition from School 

Jillian D. Mason, John P Keeves, Warren B Jones, Robin G Rowlands 
(Honorary Staff Member) 



(This project is included m ihe-ACER Core Program,) 

This project involves two distinct studies, in the first study, factors 
influencing sex drfferences in achievement in mathematics are reviewed 
and the differences between boys knd girls in the attitudes towards and 
achievement in, mathematics are examined at both the t^-year-old and 
pre-university levels for both 1964 and 1978, A report has been prepared 
for piiblication that examines, the highly significant increase in 
participation rptes in the study of' mathematics by girls at the pre- 
university level and, as a consequence, the marked increase in yield of 
girls who are competent in mathematics from the terminal year of 
secondary schooling ^ 

The second^btage of fc project involves a secondary analysis oPdata 
obtained in the Si^rvey ^School Leavers. Of particular interest are those 
students who left school earlyand entered the workforce or some other 
form of post-secondary studies. Using the same basic status 
attainment model as used in tfie Survey of School Leavers* this stage of 
the project would examine the effects, for both males and females, of 
educational achievements on early post-school and occupational 
attainments, Tbe data have been analysed and a draft report on this 
aspect of the project is in i>reparation. ^ 

Publications ' . - ' 

iMason. Jillian. D To wards Equa City: f^r ogress by Girls in th e L earning- of 
Mathematics m Australian Secondary Schools. Hawthorn, Victoria: 
ACER (in press).'. — / 



STUDIES OF SCHOOL AND "HOME PRACTICES 

lEA Study of Achievement in Written Composition 

Graeme Withers • " . " 



(This study was funded from ihe ACER Core Program ) 

The first draft of the research proposal for this study was brought to the 
lEA council meeting in Helsinki in 1980, ancLwas prepared by Dr Alan 
* Purves of the University of Illinois a^ Urbana. Following comment and 
discussion on the draft rationale, a decision was taken to participate in 
the first stage of the study, and national background papers and 
questionnaires were prepared and completedr Samples of writing were 
collected and forwarded to the International Centre for the project in 
Urbana. 

Mr Withers attended a conference of National Research Co-ordinators 
for the project at ihe University ot California, Los Angeles in April 1981 
The purposes of this meeting were to discuss and amend the draft 
manual for the study and to review progress so far. Seventeen countries 
" are participating in the study. 



Pattern Processing and Mathematics Education in Indivicjuai 
Children » * ^ . 

Beiiina M Blackal! (Honorary Staff Member) 



(This project was funded by the Education Research and Development 
N Committee.) 

'Pallem and Order in the Number System' was one innovative topic 
included in primary school mathematics courses in the 1960s, It was 
argued then, anTstill is, that children should come to realize that the 
' number system is not haphazard, but is highly organized, self- 
consistent, and interrelated, A/i appreciation of pattern and the growth of 
an ability to process pattern become important factors in the 
development of m«nymathematics topics. 

This project is aimed at obtaining a clearer understanding of how the 
pattern-processing ability develops in children by the investigation of the 
actual methods children employ in undertaking pattern tasks The 
individual child is encouraged to articulate his pattern-prjocessing 
strategies in response to questioning^ djrected towards revealing his 
problem-solving protocol. 



27 




6 



Classroom Environment Stud^: Teslching for Learning ' 

Adrian Fordhani do Tebruary 1981), Sidney T Bourke (from June 1981) 



(This project wab included in the ACVR Core Program ) 

This js a three-phase study consisting of (a) a survey of teacher 
Lharacteristics, schotil resources, and teaching and learning activities, 
(b) classroom observations of teaching practices and their relationships 
with student activity and outcomes, and (c) the training of teachers in 
specific practices identified in phase two leading to assessments of the 
effectiveiess of the training m terms of teacher behaviours and student 
outcome! 

The first phase of this study,, that is the teacher survey, was carrKjd out 
in third term 1980 and a ciraft report describing the restrits has been 
prepared The sunvey involved a total of approximately 1600 Victorian 
teachers of mathematics at Years 2, 5, and 8, and science teachers at 
Year 8 

The time available to teachers (class time, amount oT homework, and 
preparation and correction time) and the availability and use of ancillary 
staff were among aspects of the instructional setting investigated 
Whereas the allocated classroom time fjpr.the three levels of mathematics 
was similar at between 225 and 270 minutes per weekv as might be 
expected the amount of homework 3et varied considerably from 
average of 32 minutes per week for Year 2 to 68 minutes per week for 
Year 8. There was consistency in responses from all four groups of 
teachers concerning the availability of ancillary staff helf), with between 
59 and 68*per cent stating that it was not available. 

Questions were asked concerning teaching and assessment methods, 
the use of instructional materials,^and influences on teaching practices 
The most commonly used teaching strategy overall was whole class 
instruction, although a greater variety of methods was reported by the 
Year 2 teachers The second most-commonly reported method was 
having students work independently in class on exercises and 
assignments set by the teacher The majority of the primary teachers 
indicated that they defined for the students what was to be learnt at the 
beginning of each lesson. Although large numbers of the secondary 
mathematics and science teachers gave instructional cues in this way, 
there was a greater reliance on student reading of texts and assignments 
and, in the case of^cience, on the use of teacher summaries at the end of 
lessons No more than five per cent of teachers at any age level stated 
that they did not assess their students However up to 50 per cej^t did not 
use diagnostic tests Whiles the majority of primary teachers ^^m^only 
used specitilized instruction following assessment, substant^fl|/fuimbers 
of secondary teachers responded that np corrective procedures were 
adopted The most commonly -used instructional materials were teacher- 
prepared work sheets and the chalkboard or overhead projector. Only the 
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Year 8 mdthematics tedthers indicated that a substantial ppoportion of 
lesson time involved the use of textbooks. The mathematics teachers-e<y 
all jfear levels agreed that tl^e most important aspects of their teaching, 
were the importance of basic skills in computation^ the use of common 
measures^ and developing student ability to apply mathematical ideas 
and skills to real-life situations. 

Finally teachers we^e asked about 4heir degree of responsibility for 
major aspects of their work, and their level of satisfaction with various 
aspects of teaching. All four groups of teachers responded that they were 
fully responsible for the selection of the materials agd methods they 
used, the selection of achievement tests, and the standards students 
were expected to reach, and at least moderately responsible, for the 
^ selection of 'topics. For both primary and secondary teachers the most 
Satisfyingaspeetsof their job were the courses they taught and the least 
satisfying were the level of resources available and their general status' 
and recognition by the community for the work they did. 

Some aspects of the context of teaching arising out of the teacher 
survey questionnaire will be used in planning the classroom observation 
study which forms the basis of the second phase of this project. It is 
anticipated that the observations will be carried out in first term 1982 in 
at least 50 Year 5 mathematics classrooms in Victoria, * 

Publications and Papers 

Fordham, A,' The , Context of Teaching and Learning, Hawthorn, 
^Vic<oria: ACER, 1981. (mimeo,) 



Evaluation of the Language De^lopment Project 

K'evin J. Piper 



(This project was funded by the Curriculum Development Centre ) 

The Language Development Proj'fectMS a major national curriculum 
project being undertaken' by the Currjculum Development Centre. Itjs 
concerned with all aspects of the language development of students in 
Years 5 to 8, the upper primary ^and lower secondary years. Phase Two of 
.the project is principally concerned with the development of curriculum 
materials for students and teachers, and the ACER has been undertaking 
^n independent national evaluation of this phase of the project's activity 

Eight developmental teams, one located in each State and Territory, 
are involved in the project, and j local evaluator is attached to each teamr 
In addition to co-ordinating tlie activities of this evaluation teairt, the 
national evaluator is responsible tor the local evaluation of the work of 
the CDC and ACT Language Development Project. 

During 1980-81, the work of the evaluation has been principally 
concerned with a formative evaluation of the process of development at 
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both the national and the lueal level, and witfijhe attempt to define the 
national identitV of the project as a whole 

While the model developed in the original evaluation proposal now 
looks, With the benefit of hindsight, somewhat too rigitl, somewhat too 
stdtiL, and somewhat too sequential as a'description of the evl^iuation as 
11 hdi^ developed during 1,980^81, it nevertheless retains a basic 
relev ante If it can be imagined as a good deal more (legible, a good deal 
mure dynamic, a good deal less sequential tban the bare bones of the 
proposal suggest, it continues to provide a reasonable representation of 
the LonLcptual frameworK withm which the evaluation is proceeding If 
the evaluation js to continue to perform its function of providing timely 
formative feedback to project developers, it must continue to remain 
responsive to the needs of the project as perceived b> project participants 
rather tTiSfrto a pre-specified plan of action 

Four reports have been prepared for the Curriculum Development 
Centre during 1980-81 two on the workV)/ the national project, and two 
on the work of the local CDC and ACT 'team 



Teaching Style and Language Learning 

Kevin J P»pcr 



(This project was included in ihe ACLR Core Program ) 

This project is concerned with an investigation into current school 
practices in the teaching of Cnglish language, with particular reference to 
teaching directed towards the attainment of language competence Thi 
aims of the study are to map a range of approaches to the teaching of 
English language in Australian schools^, to determine the relevance, oC 
the concept of curriculum style to the English language curriculum, and 
to determine what modification if any would be required in order to 
develop a typology of curriculum style appropriate to the English 
language area, to extend the concept of curriculum style to include a 
consideration of teaching methods and instructional techniques, and to 
develoftJui lber the concent of ^c ompetence and explore the variety of 
viewpoints among English language teachers as to what constitutes 
language competence. 

During 1980 exploratory case studies of the English language 
programs of 25 schools in New South Wales, Victoria, and the Australian 
Capital Territory were undertaken,^ and an interim report was prepared 
on this first phase of the project' During 1981 focusefl case studies of 
eight to ten of these ?»chool programs are being carried out, leadiftg to a 
final report on the study in June 1982 An important contributory 
element to the project was the holding in August 1980 of a small seminar 
oh the concept of curriculum style, under* the sponsorship of the 
Education Research and Development Committee A report on the 
seminar is included as an appendix to the interim report of the studijj^ 
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Profes>s(^H liirmel (Chairman), Mr C Beliz, Dr R MaiJdocks, Professor K 
iUrjoribanks, Afcociaie Professor M. Poole, Professor R Selb> Smiih, Dr J G 
Ainley, Dr T H w miams (The Committee met once during the yesr ) 

Overview 

The Advisory "Commiiiee expressed some concern over .the 
appropriate niess of the Division's name as a description of- its purpose 
and activities' Members of the Division suggested that the name of 
Division G of Th& American EttuCational Research Association would be 
an -appropriate alternative. AERA's Division G is called the Social*^ 
Context of Education and its concerns are describe^ as follows: 

(investigations) that seek to illuminate the relations'belween educational 
pro^5ses and the social, political, and econqniic contexts in which they operate 
. Ttlhe application oO conceptual schemes and research methods from 
anthropology, economics, political sctence, sociology, and social psychology to 
examine educational practices, problems, policies, and research . studies 
conducted m educational settings that explore problems formally grounded in 
sociaUscience concepts and theory, including those which have direct 
' implpiions for either research or practice. Of particular interest are questions 
relating to the dfevelopment of educational policies ^s they are informed by 
recent work nwie field. 

Smce ttii\dteS^plion has all of the elements of ttte original program 
statement dialled in the ACER Annual Report of 197^^9 a decision was 
made to change the name of Social Foundations to Social Context' of 
Education (sICEK * 

Program Emphas^ ^ 

The greater part of the Division's research effort was expended in two 
programs indicative of two of thj three previously defined substantive 

' emphases of SCE-The' Study of Educational Systems' and The 
Enduring Effects of Education' (ACER Annual Report, 1978-79). These 
two programs are identified /respectively as the Staffing and Resources 
Study and the Survey of School Leavers, tach Is supported, in the main, 
by outside funds and each' has an explicit policy research orientation, 
characteristics also reflective of general orientations defining SCE In 
addition, each one is comprised of several linked investigations focused 
on a comnxon theme andfthus, has the status of a researcli program in 

r which individual studies show varying degrees of mutuality. 

Work on the Staffing and Resources Stud>^nearing completion to the 
stage of draft reports. Three reports are plahned; one focusing on a . 
comparative analysis of resource allocation policies at the level of 

* government school systems in Australia and New Zealand; another 
which examines resource allocation within schools in these sameischool 
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systems using data on a sample *of some 700 primary and §econda/y 
'schools, and the third which looks In ;letail at the processes ^d 
conse^>A^ces of resource allocation with case-study data of \h schools. 

Tfie*rSurve> of Schoo) Leavers continued over the year as a research 
program with five rnaip^trands an investigation, into the psychosocial 
consequences of un^plo>ment, research into the processes underlying 
educdtioqal anda^upational decisions, and twp studies on the theme of 
'quality oT^-STfiool life' A monograph on th^ educational .and 
occupation'al decisions of l4->ear-olds was published, drafts of reports on 
the iatter two studies are available^ a draft report on the psychosocial 
ccmsequences of unemployment is in preparation, and analyses of jhe 
ed^icational and labour market experiences of-lS- and 19-year-olds are 
underway Funding for a further three years is being negotiated on a 
year-to-year basis with a consortium of federal government ^encies. - 

The remaming vvoyc completed during this period also fo^ed on 
educationHabour ma^et issues. A study of the educaumi and"" 
employment expectations and experiences of students and graduates 
from institutions within the Victoria Institute of Colleges was 
undertaken and a report of this,study has been publish6d->In addition, a 
review of the recurrent education debate and its applicability* in the 
Australian context was developed from an economic perspective. A 
monograph* summarizing this work is in preparation.* 

To summarize during the year SCE has undertaken research in each 
of the three substantive areas defined in 1978 as its prin^ary concerns, 
though our attention to 'Schools and Socialization' as an area of interest 
has been limited to the one study reported ifl the monograph Schootand 
^ork in Prospect. Issnes in the areas of *The Study of Educational 
Systems,' and 'The* Enduring Effects of Education"* have received most 
attention Sinbe questions to do with resource allocation and the 
"Education-labour market transition have occupied centre stage over the 
past few years, it follows^that the balance of the SCE research program 
weighs in these directions A document detailing proposed research in 
each of the three substantive areas has been. discussed -^ith the SCE 
Advisory Cornmittee, 

T ^v: 

EVALUATION STUDIES OF PARTICULAR POLICIES 
AND PROGRAMS 



Staffing and Resources in Australian Schools 

% * 

John G Amley, John P Keeves, Phillip Aj Mc Kenzie, Andrew Sturman 

(This project was funded in part by grants from the participating education 
departments through the Australian Education Counjurand in part from the Core 
Grant ) 

This study was commissioned by the Australian Education^Council as an 
investigation of the allocation of staff and resources to government 
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schools m New Zealand, each Australian State, and the Australian 
Capital Territory. The tern\s of reference for the stOdy were as follows* 
1 to examine existing policies, procedures, and trends relating to the 

allocation of sta|f and resources'to and within Australian and New, 

Z.ealand schools; ** 
^^0 inquire into difficulties faced by scfiool systems and schools in 

allocating staff and resources to and within schools; 

3 to examine nteasures that are being taken at the present time at 
various levels to overcome these difficulties; 

4 to review new developments and alternative arrangenrrents in staffing 
schools; 

5 to recommend action which can be taken by schools and school 
systems to improve existing arrangements or overcome problems 
experienced in staffing schools; 

6 to recommend appropriate field studies oj actiop research projecfs 
which school systems can carry out and which will enable the trying 
out of creative and practical ways of reorganizing staff at the school 
level; 

7 to develop proposals which school systems in the longer term might 
adopt for the future direction of policies and procedures concerning 
the allocation of staff and resources to and within schools.""* 

In the original proposal for the study, the Australian Education 
Council also listed nine contemporary issues related to the terms oO 
reference: . ^. 

1 the balance between primary and secondary staffing allocations; 

2 the determination of staffing formulae; 

3 the alternative methods pf staffing in use of aides, specialists, ancillary 
staff, part-time teachers; 

4 teacher work load and non-contact time; 

5 flexibility in deploying staff within schools; 

6 implications for staffing policy 4Df various philosophies and 
methodologies of teaching; 

7 effecrs of alternative s\^ffing arrangements; ♦ 

8 system awareness of anS responsiveness to the needs of individual 
. schools; 

9 regi(jnalism and staff allocation principles and procedures!^ 

As part of the study a series of working papers has been produced to 
inform interested parties of progress which has been made. 
• One facet of the study has involved an investigation of the policies of 
education systems. On the basis of reports prepared by each system with 
general co-ordfnation from the ACER, a report^concerned with present 
policies and future options in each system has been prepared and 
circulated ift draft form to each education system, 

A second facet of the study involved a nation-wide survey of policies 
and practices employed by schools. Fifty primary and 50 secondary 
schools in each system have been surveyed bymeans of a questionnaire 
On the basis of these data, a report concerned with school patterns of 



resource dllucdtion has been* prepared m draft form and circulated to", 
each education system. ^ 

\ third facet of the study comprised case studies of selected features 
related to resource allocation in 16 schools Reports of each individual 
school have been prepared and returned to these schools, and a report 
based on the perspectives obtained from these 16 case studies has been 
prepared as a draft for circulation to each system 

In addition, an overview s> nthesizing the results of the three reports is 
bein^ prepared. 

Publications and Papers 

Ainley, J G. Teacher and student views of learning^cnvironments. 
Viaonan Institute oj Educational Research Bulletin. 198 1 ,-No. 46, 3-15. 

Ainley, JG. background aptitude and scftool factors related ^to 
achievement* in Year 12 science subjects Research tn Science 
Education. 1980, 10, 129-39. ^ 



Patterns of.School Organization 

. Phillip A McKen/ie 

(This pfTiojeu was \jn clSUed in'tl^t?'A(;BR Core Program ) 

The major portioTm)f the 'work associated „,with this project has been 
undertaken in conjunction with the Stafling and^ Resources Study. 
Through that study the prfncipal forms of educational provision 
currently applying in Australian and Ne^ Zealand government schools 
have been mapped and estimates prepared of the recurrent per student 
costs of each of the major scho»Hii)es In addition an attempt has bden 
made to identify emerging* tren^ that are likely to 'necessitated a 
reconsideration of the appropriateness of current school structures. In 
this context it is arguid that new developments are to b^ expected 
particularly in the organization of the upper secondary schopl. Such 
developments wolild include the establishment of senior secondary 
colleges, such as currently operate in the Australian Capital Territory and 
Tasmania, the pronnotion of clusters^/ schools m order to pool scarce 
resources, and greater liaison between the upper secondary school and 
post-sci:ondary institutions The major factoVs contributing to the 
development of these proposals as alternatives tp the traditional form of 
upper secondary school tfs it operates in most "education systems would 
be the increasing difficulty offnany schools jn maintaining an adequate 
curriculum range in the face of declining enrolments, and the additional 
pressures placed upon schools by the increasingly ^iv^rse natur^of the 
upper secondary student body In the short-to-medium term, these 
factors are likely to grow in force and lead to greater discussion of the 
appropriateness of traditional forms of upper secondaop school provision. 
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Identification of the relative tests and effects of the emerging patterns of 
upper secqndary school organization would be an important contribution 
to that debate. . * 



NATIO'NAL STUDIES OF EDUCATIONAL OUTCOMES 



A Survey of School Leavers 

Trevor H, Williams. Margaret Batten. Jeffe^y J Clancy, Sue Girhng-Butcher 



(This project was funded m Part by a granKrom the Edueaiibn Research and 
Development Committee and in pari from ine Core Grant ) . ^ 

The research program incorporates sik studies which focus- on the 
influence of education and work on the transition of youth to adult life. 
The program ^as designed around folloVup studies of the two national 
samples of students (1 0-year-old and 1 4^k/ear-old students in 1975) used 
in the 1975 Australian Studies in School Performance 

A representative sub-sample of 1000 students was selected ffom the 
younger group in the original sample, Injthe period July 1979 - October 
1980. these students responded to two cme^tibnnaires on the quality of 
school life and two on school aild work.] 

In the analysis of t»e data from the firh schb^l and work survey, the 
following patterns of effeqts were examiried: 

Uthe effects of States schools t^mily, and sex on Achievement in basic 
skills in primary school; * ' u • i n 

l^ihc effecis of all these factors, including achievement in basic skills, 
on learning difficulties encountered in the early years of high school in 
the areas of reading, number work, ar d writing; 

3 the effects of all these factors on self-co icept of ability and the support 
provided by significant others; il - . , 

4 the effects of all these fact9rs on. the educational and occupational 
plans of the students in the 'sample. 

Th^findings of these analyses have been Presented and discussed in the 
pjiimished report. , " X ^ . 

The third survey of the 6000 respond ;nts in the older sample was 
— undertaken in Oc'faber 1980 to prov[de information on current 



educational and occupational status, qua 
choice, and reactions to unemployment 



The data frem the two Quality of School Life surveys were arfalysed 
nH «n mQtriimpnt Dfoduced thalTOTntai led six scales and 40 items. 



..._ijied six scales and 40 items, 
lasure , The case study of the quality 



and an instrument produced th 

Further work IS continuing on the^ y ^ , , 

of life in sev^n schools was concWSed with| interviews of students in loiir 
of the schools. Particular note ^s taken 
students at different year levels and 
environment that had most influence on 



ERLC 



ity of life, influences on job* 



differences in the attitudes of^ 
f the factor's in the. school 
ihe formation of attitudes 
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Publications and Papers 

Williams, T H. and Batten, M. The Qualify of School Life, Paper 
presented at the AARE Annual Conference, Sydney, November 1980, 

^^^^|iams, T H , Batten, M ; Clancy, J J and Girling-Butcher, S, School, 
Work and Career Paper presented at the AARE Annual Conference, 
Sydney, November 1980 

Williams, J H , Batten, M., Girlmg-Butcher, S. and Clancy. J J, School 
and Work in Prospect 14'Year'Olds in Australia, (ACER Research 
Monograph No. 10). Hawthimrf ictoria: ACER, 1980, 



STUDIES OF THE EDUCATION OF SPECIAL GROUPS 

Studies of Unemployed Youth. 

Jeffery J Clancy * * 

^ 

(This project was mcluded in the ACER Cor^e P'rogram ) 

This project ib m investigation.of the social and psychological effects of 
unemployment on youth SpecificaUy it focuses on ho.w the expetience of 
unemployment affects occupational development, work attitudes and 
values, quality of lif&,^d leisure patterns The study began in mid- 1978 
and will be completed^ 1981, 

initial work on the study was conducted in conjunction with the Survey 
of School Leavers, following up the 6247 teenagers wHo comprised the 
14-year-old sample in the 1 975 Australian Studies in School PeTformance, 
This group was surveyed by rpail questionnairesat the endof 1978, 1979, 
and 1980^ The surveys collected data on educational attainments, 
occupational history, family background; and quality of life. 

On the basis of data collected in the 1978 and 1979 surveys, a sample 
df 200 Victorian school leavers was selected for an interview stud/which 
focused on the effects of unemployment. The sample included 
respondents who had never been unemployed as well as those who had 
been out of work and 50 of the non-respondents to the-mail surveys. 
Field work was conducted during^ mid-1980 and yielded 123 usable 
interviews. 

Sysis tff these dai^i and preparation of^ final report are nqw weij 
A'ay and the projeAsshould be completed by the end of 1981, 
tioni and Papers >^ c , " . 

Allien J G and Clancy, 14 Apprentices in Australia. Paper presented 

to the Education Section, ANZAAS, Brisbane, May 1980. - * - 
Clarncy,\ J.J The Consequences of Youth Unemployment, g^er 
presented to the Education Section, ANZAAS, Brisbane, May 19^ 
Clancy, IJ J Youth Unemployment: The „§pcial and Psychological 
ConseqVie^nces Paper presented at the AAR^AnnUal;CcmferencQ, 
Sydney,\.Novemb9% 1980. ^' — 



36 



40 



The Employment of Graduates and Diplomates of Colleges of 
Advanced Education . 

Warren B. Jones • 

(This Study was commissioned by the Victoria Institute of Colleges and supported . 
by funds provided by the Trustees of the Malcolm S. Moore Estate and Annie V 
Moore Estate )* • , 

The study was concerned with an investigation of the views, 
expectations, and experiences of several groups of people: ^ew and final 
year students who were enrolled with the Victoria Institute of Colleges; 
graduates and diplomates who were awarded a degree or diploma in 
either 1976 or 1978 by the VIC or the colleges affiliated with the VIC; 
^and employers and non-employers of graduates and diplomates. The 
main aims of the study were to determine what proportion of these 
graduates and diplomates obtained satisfactory employmentr to examine 
the views and attitudes of employers and non-employers 'Concerning the 
recruitment of graduates and diplomates; and to examine the at^des of 
graduates, diplomates, and students towards employment and th^ means 
by which they adjusted or accommodated their expectations .to the 
opportunities available to them. Approximately 9000. students, 
graduates, and diplomates and SOO.employers'were surveyed at the end 
of 1979, using mailed questionnaires. 

A final report has been published. Some of the topics which have been 
included in the d[scussion of the survey results are the educational 
history, work experience, job satisfaction, the time taken to find full- 
lime employment, job expectations, perceived job prospects, job-seeking ^ 
^strategies, and ideas of future jobs of the students, graduate's, and 
diplomates surveyed; and perceived future employment trends, 
recruiting techniques, recruiting style, recruiting difficulties, and the 
involvement of employers and non-employers in tertiary education. 

Publications and Papers^ 

Jones, Warren. Education and Employment: Expectations and Experiences 
' ^ of Students. Graduates and Employers, (ACER Research Monograph 
No, 11). Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER, 1981. 




Professions in Australia 

Jenny Slater^ Trevor H. Williams with Dr D. Anderson, Australian National 
University anci Professor J. Western, Universuy of Queensland 

(This project was funded by grants from the Australian Research Grants 
Committee and from the Education Research and 'Development Committee ) 

This is a longitudinal follow-up study of 3000 individuals who entered 
engineering, law, medicine, and teaching faculties in either 1965 or 1967. 
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The origmal study followed this group as students over the four to six 
years of their degree course, in 1 978 Dr Williams obtained a grant from 
the ERDC to study the feasibility of contacting this sample again. A 
questionnaire wa^ mailed to the last known" address of each sample 
member Given that the addresses were from four to twelve years old, 
the response rate of (rpproximately 50 per cent la each of the four 
professions was seen as encouraging and sufficient to justify a. full-scale 
follow-up study This study began in 1981 with attempts^U) trace the large 
number of 'address unknowns* in the sample Three contacts, each by 
mail, are planned for the period 1981 to 1984. 




PROGRAM IN MEASUREMENT AND EVALUATION 



Advisory Committee 

Professor D Spcarnll (Chairman) ' Dr A Barton. Mr L D Blazely. Professor B 
iMcGaw, Mr P Varley. Dr J F Izard. Mr G Morgan. Dr H A H Rowe (The 
Committee has met once durmg the year ) 

Overview 

A number of aspects of the program in the Measurement and Evaluation 
Division merit comment. The testing services provided by the ACER 
have been'maintlmed and expanded. Further development of new 
techniques of analysis has been undertaken. Assistance has been given 
to othe r educational authorities both within Australia and overseas in the o 
trainmg of staff in research and development skills, and efforts have 
been ma(^e to translate new theory into convenient and appropriate 
procedures which can be implemented by the classroom teacher The 
ongomg activities relating to test maintenance and test adaptation have 
contmued, and research into measurement issues has continued 

The provision of testing services has required considerable effort 
behind ihq sceries to maintain effective programs in spite of furfding 
constraints, cost rises, and outside industrial problems which delay 
^ receipt of tests or results and which increase the pressures on staff, 
particularly when endeavouring to meet the original deadlines Although 
the information f)rovided through testing services is not published in the 
research literature, it is appropriate to record the dedicated efforts of 
• both professional and support staff in providing this information to the 
many clients. . c* r 

New techniques for analysis are a consequence of the refinement oi 
earlier approaches or of the furiher development of theory. A failure to 
monitor new developments would result in an increasing obsolescence of 
the procedures adopted^ in the collection and processing' of data, in 
inalysis, and in interpretation Technological advances in both software 
and hardware have made. microcomputers more readily available in 
schools, colleges, and universities. Greater access to such equipment has 
, fbnside'rable potenfltl for improving the analysis of the information 
collected by teachers and psychologists and it is importanphat the ACER, 
staff keep up to date with developments both in Australia and overseas, 
The provision of computer-manipulated banks of ^,test items fof 
personnel selection, achievement testing, and diagnostic work has 
received a great deal of attention at the level of item' construction and in 
the development of programs to extract these items from the item bank 
at teacher request»oron the basis of a candidate's performance onf)rior 
Items. Given that many ^est publishers have been developing materials 
of this nature, it is important that the ACER continues to niaititain 
initiatives, and to foster co-opera^gn with other research 9rganizati6ns 
with similar interests so ih^t the \CER is >vell placed to adopt item 






banking procedures whefe appropriate and economic Such activities are 
consistent with the current efforts to develop science item pools at Years 
1 1 and 12 level, to make available m Australia such material as the New 
Zealand Item Bank — Mathematics, and with the efforts to increase the 
range of evaluation materials in such areas as written expression, social 
learning, and listening. 

As well as developing improved procedures for use by teachers and 
psychologists, training has been provided xb advance skills necessary for 
research and developmejnt A number of teachers from the Education 
Department of Victoria have been able to develop expertise in test 
development and analysis over an extended period by working on a 
number of projects Two officers from the Examination Branch, Ministry 
of Education, Singapore, spent several fhonljis at the end of 1980 
working at the ACER and a number of ERDC Research Fellows have^ 
been able to work on shorl-1[erm projects to extend their research skills! 
In addition, a number of fourth-year" psychology students have 
undertaken research practicums at the ACER and ACER staff have 
conducted workshops on test analysis anid local norming for several 
authorities While the provision of such training programs places an 
extra load on ACER staff^ and present constraints would appear to 
prevent any extension of such training facilities, these programs are 
worthwhile if the range of expertise in the educational and psychological 
community is increased. It is hoped that ACER'S efforts in this respect 
will lead in some'measure to wiser use of evaluation procedures. 

The revision of tests and the gathering of^ data, about the tests continue 
to be a substantial and extensive part of the Division's program. Tests 
originally published by the ACER need to be replaced with new versions, 
and tests from overseas publishers need fo be adapted under licence. 
Over the past fn* years the'resources available to the ACER for this 
work have been heavily committed "to the revision and renorming of 
psychological tests We are hopeful that the results of this expenditure 
will shortly "be made available for uise in schools and tertiary institutions 
and attention can be given to other areas of need. Potential users of these 
materials have co-operated very willingly jn the collection of data for 
manuals and the ACER expresses its gratitude for their assistance. 



DEVELOPMENT OF TESTS AND INSTRUMENTS FOR 
USE BY TEACHERS AND GUIDANCE OFFICERS 



School Achievement Tests 

Graham War^, Stephen Parish, M^rk Wilson 

(This project was included in ihe ACER Core Program,) 

This project has been concerned with -the development of tests over a 
range of subject areas for use in primary and junior secondary 
classrooms.. Following a workshop held in Sydney in 1979, working 
groups at the ACER and the N^w South Wales Dep'artment of Education 
developed pools of items in the areas of computation, measurement, 
riding, and study skills. Trial testing of the computation items was 
undertaken iir November 1979 by the ACER in co-operation with 
working groups from the NSW Department of Education and the ACT 
Schools Authority jn schools in^the ACT, New South Wales, and 
Victoria. Another trial-testing prolgram in Victorian schools involved 
items in reading, measurement, and study skills. Reading items were 
tested in Victorian schools in April 1980 and in South Australian schools 
in August 1980 at the same time as the Progressive Achievement Tests 
in Reading were tested. 

In June 1S80 the Australian Education Council accepted oversight of 
the development of progress and review tests and set up a Committee of 
Management. The first meeting of that committee was held in August 
1980 and the title 'Australian Co-operative Assessment Program' 
( ACAP) was adopted for the project. A conference was held in Sydney in 
October 1980 to examine initiatives in the reading area. 

The ACER has continued to develop the computation materials, using 
Rasch scaling procedures to select items for a set of progress and review 
tests. It is intended to cojnplet^ the series for publfcation in 1981. 
Analyses have been made of a set of cloze passages, to test reading 
comprehension, but there is a need to explore the effects of alterrtative 
scoring procedures -bo tKe calibration of items. 



Career Planning and Guidance 

Janice Lokan and Meredith Shears 

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.) 

During the 1980-81 financial year, all aspects of the adaptation, 
validation, and publication .of the Program for Assessing Youth 
Employmm Skills (PA YES) materials were completed. The three PA YES 
test booklets. Scoring and. Individual Profile Booklet, Directions for 
Administration and Manual are now available for sale. 
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Work on the Career Development Inventory and Manual continued 
during the year and ib now close to completion Preliminary work on an 
Aust'rdlian adaptation of, Holland's Self-Directed Search (SDS) is in 
progress • 

In order to synchronize as much as possible ^ith northern hemisphere 
countries involved m the international Work Importance Study (WISlv 
plans for the collection of trial data for this project were advanced so that 
the first stage of the field testing of questionnaires has now been 
completed. Further field testing^has already begun, and the main data 
collection, scheduled to take place early in 1982, is in the planning stages 

Tests, Publications, and Papers 

Lokan, J.J Adolescent career development and its assessment 
Australian Science Teachers Journal 1980^26(3), 19,-24. 

Lokan J.Jv The Work importance Study in Australia. Paper presented at 
WIS seminarr World Seminar on Employment Counselling, Ottawa, 
September 1980. 

Lokan, J J and Biggs, J.B Student Characteristics, Motivational and 
Process Factors in Relation to Effective Career Development Paper 
presented at the A ARE Annual Conference, Sydney, November 1980 

Lokan J.J. and Shears, M. PAYES* A Progr-am~for~ Assessing Pre- 
employment Skills in Disadvantaged Adolescents Paper presented at 
the AARE Annual Conference, Sydney,' November 1980. 

Prof^ram Jor Assessing Youth EnifHoyment SkUls (PAYES) Booklet I 
[Attitudmal Measures], Booklet II [Cognitive Measures], Booklet 11^ 

' [Vocational Interest Inventory], SiH}ring and Individual Projile Booklet, 
Diratmns Jor Administration, Manual. Australian experimental edition. 
Hawthorfi, Victoria: ACER, 1981. 



9> 

Curricujup Materials Evaluai,on 

Peter JclTery p«..^^-^ 



(This project was funded from ACLR's income fron^j^es ) 

Work IS continuing on the study of how teachers obtain information 
about curriculum materials Processing of data has been completed and 
the report of the study is now b^ing^written. * 

A number of materialshiivebeen placed for trial and review, and three 
Review Reports have be^n prepared 

Publications and Papers 

No. 34 Transition, Mary Mannison, Kelvin Grove College of Advanced 

Education, Queensland. 
No. 35 Transition. Grahame T. No^wacki, Eltham College, Victoria. 
No. 36 Listening to the World. Patricia McLean, ACER, 
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Victorian School AchieveKient Tests 

J D While (from July uniil December 1980). Jackie Sianyon. Lee Waddell, Faye 
Holzer. Lesley HcAard (from February 1981). Mere'dith Doig (from February 
1981) ' 

~ — ' ^ '' 

(This project was funded b> ihe Victorian Education Deparimenl and staff 
working on the project were seconded from that Department ) 

Asa contribution to the Australian Co-operative Assessment Ptogram, 
this project, established in July 1980, is a joint venture between the 
Victorian Education Departmentand the ACER The aims of the project 
are to provide materials which can assist teachers , to evaluate the 
progressrand development of their students in spoken and written 
language and social learning. Currently materials are being designed for 
use mainly at the upper primary and lower secondary levels although it is 
envisaged that in the long term Years 3 to 9 will be included. 

Three Advisory Committees have been formed for spoken language, 
v^ritten language, and social learning. In addition to representatives from 
the project team and other research staff at the XCER, membership of 
these Committees comprises educationalists, including teachers from 
other institutions. Rationales and materials for all three areas have been 
prepared and submitted to the respective Advisory Committees. 

For spoken language, 21 listening tests have been devised, panelled, 
and submitted to a ^selection of practising teachers for inspection and 
comment. Of these, 15 are jeady to be field tested and six are under 
revision. Types of listening activities which are included in t^he tests are 
auding, comprehension^ characterization and relationship, phonology, 
and register. One set of materials for the construction of an observation 
schedule has been devised, panelled, and piloted among practising 
leachers. The rationale and other sample materials are now under the 
considei^ation of the Advisory Committee and a number of practising 
teachers. An evaluation framewo'Vk has been^devised for listening 
acuvities and is being piloted among practising teachers to provide 
empirical information for consideration by the committ^. In addition to 
evaluation instruments, other materials have been devised or reviewed' 
to make^readily available suggestions for follow-up activities Among 
material that has been reviewed for supplementary resources is the 13- 
year T;oliection of educational broadcasts of the Australian Broadcasting 
Commission. 

In written language, the context and process of writing and the texts 
that students produce have been the three areas which have been given 
considerauon. Model items have been devised together with ftiethods of 
validation and types of marking to be employed. These iiems cpver 
socially useful tasks which vary in difficulty. They include writing 
different kinds of letters, completing forms, and writiiig instructions and 
messages For extended pieces of w;itiog which MnVolve personal 
narrative, a scale has been devised and validation procedures are being 
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fottnuldted To provide informauon about students' attitudes to writing, 
a writing attitude scale is being developed Progress in this area has 
resulted in the construction of a questionnaire 

An extensive review of approaches to evaluation in social learning, 
social studies, and social science has been undertaken. Key areas have 
been identified for the development of e^luation materials. Work has 
commenced on the development of instrun^nts and strategies for the 
evaluation of inquiry. Tasks completed include an analysis of definitions 
stated in various social studies documents, a survey of teacher opinions, 
and a critical review of already developed instruments. As part of the 
project, the production of a teachers guide on evaluation is 'being 
developed. A National Conference on Social Studies is being organized 
for late 1981. 



ehemistry Unit Tests 

Chris Commons 
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fthis projtjci was funded by ACER'S income from sales. Dr Commons was 
seconded from the Victorian Educalion Department ) 

A supplemenr containing about 320 multiple-choice items has been 
published for the ACER Chemistry Test Item Collection (CHEMTJC) 
which was released in I98Q CZ/f'A/nC contains items related to the 
Core section of the Victorian HSC course and the supplement provides 
teachers with items for the Options section of the course, Botjj volumes 
are intefim editions of an item bank which will contain items related to 
the chemistry courses taught at the Year 11 and Year 12 levels in all 
Australian States It i§ intended that the item bank will be published early 
in 1982. 

» ^ 

' Publications and Papers • ^ ^ . 

ACER Chemistrf Test Item. Collection Supplement, Hawthorn, Victoria. 

ACER, 1981 ^ " • 

Commons, C. Assessing the HSC Chemistry Options. ACER CHEMTIC 
Supplement. Lab T*alk. 1981, 25, 27. 



Screening and Diagnostic Tests for Early Primkry School 

Helgif A H Rowe 

(This project was included in ihe ACER Core Program.) 

This project has now been com()leted The results of the research and 
developjnent tonducted in tJtis project over a number of years. are a 
battery of*|0 separate diagnostic and screening tests, ea(th with directions 
for administration, and an accompanying monograph entitled Early 
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Identtjtiunon and Inwrvvntion A Handbook For Teaofier^ and School' 
Counsellors. All 10 tests are research based They were developed ' 
according to a criterion referenced model of measurement, and thus 
provide teachers and counsellors with meaningful guidance in the 
development qF individualized intef^ention procedures, and in 
determining the progress of ,indiv iduals Full details are provided for 
each test concerning its rationale, purpose, description, developmejit,^ , 
interpretation, and implications for teaching. 

Performance on the tests was investigated for representative and 
validation samples Both conventional test statistics and Rasch 
calibrations are provided Thus performance on the tests can be 
translated directly into specific learning requirements for each individual 
child. ' ' ' 

Three broad areas of development are covered by the tests in the 
series These aVe auditory analysis skills, conceptual skills, and language 
skills The accompanying monograph provides a general discussion of 
traditional and more recent approaches to early identification and 
.intervention procedures, and utilizes Cronbach's 'behavioural 
assessment funnef as a model for the screening and diagnostic purposes 
expected to be served by the ACER tests. 

The set as a whole was designed to provide a series of estimates of a 
child's cognitive development and maturity. Apart from their application 
for the identification of particular strengths and needs of Indiviclual 
school beginners, the tests are expected to have wider utility as 
counselling and guidance tools in the lower grades of primary school and 
with certain groups of handicapped older persons. The tests provide an 
appropriate means for the assessment oT children who cannot read and 
for remedial students, as reading is not required (br the ACER Early 
School Series. 

Publications and*Fapers 

ACER Early School Series. Auditory. Discrimination Test, Fignfe /orrrmtion 
Test, Number Test, Recognition of initial Consonant Sounds Test; Word 
Knowledge Test: Comprehension Test: Negation Test: Prepositions Test; 
Pronouns Test, Verb Tense Test. Hawthorn, Victoria: ACER (in press). 

Rowe, H,A H Early Identijication and Intervention: A Handbook For 
Teachers and School Counsellors'Yl'dv^ihoin.Vkior'vd. ACER (in press). 



Item Banking 

John F Izard ** , * 

(Thrts pr(/jeci was fun^ied by ACER's income from sales and by a grant from the 
Vicioriyf Lducation Department ) — ^» 

infitlay 1980, a meeting at the ACER of representatives from 'all state 
and territory education departments, parent and teacher organizations, 
an(\other statutory bodies proposed that the ACER should act as a 
0' • • • , ' ' ' 45 • 
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clearing house for materials, information, research findings, expertise, 
and developments in Australia and overseas. 

Contact has been maintained with overseas agencies so that ACER's 
information ^bout developments in item banking are up to date. A 
• number of workshops have been conducted on the applications of the 
Rasch model lo item banking in an endeavour to disseminate 
information about item banking tb teachers and research workers 
V Research into ways Df applying the Rasch model in ao item bank 
context without resorting to computer-based calculations has continued 
Simplified graphical methods have been developed and will be included 
in the manuals for the Mathematics tests which have remitted from the 
School Achievement Tests project. 



Maihtainence of Educational Tests 

John F Izard, Graham Ward, Stephen Parish, AUyson Holbrook 

(This project was funded from ACER's income from sales ) 

Progressive Achievement Tests 
In 1980 work began on revising thd Progressive Achievement Tests m 
Mathematics. The. items were examined ^ some were .modified or 
rewritten; and some new items werof prod uce^W^fe revised test forms 
have been trial tested in Victorian ami Queepfsland scttpols, the test data 
tihave been analysed, and flnaUgists^ave hoen formed A manual is being 
prepared. 

"^^A re-(*xapiir\alion of^the Ff'oM^sive Achievement Tesh in Reading 
l^mprehenslon^m|fl'J(eadlng yocamrlaryhas been undertaken. These tests 
w^f^ trial tesi€u ini^^ctorian artaSoutl], ^^ustraliar^^schools ip f980. The 

* data from this te^g^a^e, been analysed' A ijianual^upple'naerit is to be 
prepared ' ° o-' * ^ ^ 

ACER SpelHngJests?^"^ \ ^'^^ , ^ ' 

Spelling Test El (FxJrms X ^n^j^] ^vas devdlo'becj ir^iSj^rst install ce 4,nd ^ 
^published by the ACER for the 'B*^icjSkHrs Xestin'g^^ro^aril of ^he N(iw^ ^ 
'*South Wales Department of Education^^ Withirt"^ew ^u;h Wales the 

* test IS now available from the Depafltnent of Edo|;ati^n * part of tbe ' 
Primary Evaluation Program The tesf hand blDOK*^i&^peen^re\v|Ji^ 
incorporate brief guidelines for the diagnosis of spiling probI6iW^and 
suggestions for follow-up remediation strategic^p AXTlass^Aifalysi^Chart 
has been.devised so that the teacher may akemble^^nformajiorffor a 

/class with a minimum'of effort. Further data have,bee'n^(rf^to, the' 
, norrn tables. This rev ised edition of the Spellmg Test materials shpuld'be 
available for us(^in schools before the end of tlfe 9eaf. 
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English SRHls Assessn\ent 

The development of tests of English language skills commenced jn 
1979. Multiple-choice items ^vere selected from English skills tests of 
American origin and then adapted for use by Australian students "in 
Years 11 and 12 inclusive Parallel trial forms were produced and 
administered to 1,60 Year 11 college students in the ACT in 1979 The ' 
forms were iried out in the one college al two separate sittings, one in 
Octoberand ihe other in November A coaventional item analysis anda 
Rasch Analysis were carried out and the items selected for the trial form 
showed good discrimination and good test fit. 

A pilot study on the final form was undertaken in Victoria in 1980, and 
180 Year 11 students an^, 210 Year 12 students participated in the 
testing. The results of this study and information about the test batteries 
were incorporated in an interim manual, • 

English, Skills Assessni/ent is divided into two parts and consists of 
tests of comprehension, spelling punctuation and capitalization, usage,^ 
sentence structure^ vocabulary, and logical relationships. The aim of 
English Skills Assessment is to identify student strengths and 
weaknesses in areas of English language skills and io promote the 
development of effective teaching programs A self-scoring answer sheet 
provides information about the skills students require in order to answer 
the test Items correctly as well as a convenient, summary of student 
performance on the test. Because the sample of students used in the pilot 
study was not selected at random from the total Year 11 and Year 12 
populations in Victoria, it cannot be assumed to reflect those populations 
closely in^all respects. When English Skills Assessment is published, it is 
intended that norms will be .prepared using test data collected from.a***^ 
more representative sample of Australian students. 



DEVELOPMENT OF TESTS AND INSTRUMENTS FOR USE 
^BY PSYCHOLOGISTS 



Revision of the Interhiediate Level General Ability Tests 

Marion M de Lemos , 



(This prbjeci was funded by ACER'S income from sales.) 

Work has continued on the revision and renorming of the Intermediate 
Level General Abilit> Tests Four trial forms of the test were constructed 
and administered tp samples of students aged 10 years, 12 years, and 14 
>ears. Approximately 200 students at each of these age levels were tested 
on each of the four trial forms in July 1980 Following the item analysis 
of these results, items were selected for inclusion in the final forms of the 



test 
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The two final forms of the test, named the ACER Intermediate Test F 
and the ACER Intermediate Test G, were normed on a national sample 
of Australian students in November 1980. These tests were normed 
together^ith an Australian adaptation of the latest Otis Lennon 
Intermediate Level Test pubhshed b> the Ps>chological Corporation in 
, 1979 In total, approximately 900 students at each of five age levels 
(from 10 to 14 >ea;s) were tested Each of the students m the sample 
to^X two of the three tests being normed 

The' results of the norming sjudy are now being analysed. The 
composition of each of the norm-s^giples is being examined in relation to 
that of the total population, and an exammation of the progression with 
age within each age grou^ has been made to determine the age interval to 
be used in the conversion of raw scores to standard scores. It is expected 
that the new norms will be constructed and manuals on the tests 
prepared by December 1981. 



Non-verbal Tests of General Ajylity 

Helgti A \{ Rowe 



(This project was included mjhe ACHR Core Program.) 

The aim of this project is to develop a set of language- and culture-fair 
l^ls of genera! ability The major focus during 1980-81, thej^rst ydar of 
the project, was on finding a defendable rationale and an appropriate 
model for the design of a'Tion-verbal test of general ability. 

Most intelligence tests which ,are suitable for group administration 
involve a considerable amount of written or spoken language. As a rule 
the leslee is required to read questions or to comprehend spoken 
language and to make an appropriate«response Verbal scores tend to be 
highly correlated^ with school achievement and are regarded as good 
predictors of success in academic stupes ^How ever, verbal tests are of 
little or no value in the assessment of reading ability and other 
intellectual skills of those who'cannot read or are not proficient enough^ 
in understanding spokier^ language Verbal items do not provide a valid 
mtens .for the assessment of persons from foreign-language 
backgrounds, children from poor social and linguistic backgrounds, and 
individuals with certain physical, psychological, and intellectual 
handicaps. 

The content of the group non-verbal' tests which are available at 
presetit tends to be restricted to items from the domain of visual 
perception. Thus their correlation with group verbal tests of general 
ability and with individually administered intelligence tests has tended to 
be low. • * 

' . A requirement, additional to that of providing tests which are equally 
appropriate (of use with testees from various foreign language 
backgrounds, is that the test*be culture-fair. Theoretically, for tests of 
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neral ability, the latter requirement suggests that the tests produced 
leet either on^ of the following two conditions that the items included 
the tests are such that persons from all cultures can be expected to 
lave had equal opportunity (and equal motive) to learn, or that the test 
terns must possess complete novelty for all people from all cultures 
General ability would seem to be developed by interaction with the 
I total environnient including cultural aspects. Hence these conditions are 
i almost impossible to meet^. Not only may it be impossible to avoid 
culturally determ^dUems in tests but, if it were possible to elimina,te all 
cultural influences completely from all items, the test would probably not 
measure general abllity.^he assumption underlying the above-noted 
theoretical reouirement4th^ there exists a*set of items which is equally 
appro priate,/re. provides equal opportunity and motive to learn, for 
persons fnamd various cultures— may in fact be inyalid. 

The nesearch literature concerned with the assessment of general 
ability^d more specific skills in cross-cultural settings and the literature 
_ rned with definitions of intelligence arjd the identification of 
cognitive processes were studied carefully. ^ number of alternative 
approaches and possible models*- suggested themselves as a means of 
tapping general reasoning ability. In other words there are many skill- 
an(btask, domains oi\ the basis of which an individual can demonstrate 
his or* her general, ability. The problem was to decide which of the 
competing alternatives should be selected as special points of focus in the 
definition of the objectives for the tests. It bepame apparent that, if an 
attempt Were made to incorporate m'ost possible contenders in.^^single 
domain of/general ability', as uSed to be the practice in the design Sf 
-Qipnibus-type tests of ability and achievement, confusion might result 
conberniqg what is actually being gieasured by the test. 

A decisTon wd,s made to aim at tFfe, production of a set of smaller tests, 
each tapping a carefully defined set of skills, i.e. an aspect of intellectual 
functioning. Tjie initial areas to be covered by the tests will essentially be 
those traditionally covered in accredited individual intelligence tests, e.g 
the Army Beta, Binet, Wechsler tests. The fact that these tests were 
carefully designed anfi standardized, and the vast amount of available 
research concerning Jheir use as a valid means of assessing intellectual 
functioning, contributed to this choice. It is expected that a number of 
the areas'covered by these tes^s can be utilized t© produce separate sub- 
tests of relatively homogeneous groups of items, which are expected to 
be calibrated separately and also be expressed on one scale of comparable 
scores. ^ / 

* Among the intellectual skills^to be covered in the initial tests are basfc 
perceptual and^conceptual abilities analysis and synthesis .skills, 
comprehen^ipjfand rule application, visual and auditory memory, and 
concentration. Technically the types of items envisaged include picture 
completion, series completion, picture arrangement, figure formation, 
perceptual analysis and synthesis of patterns, and various symbolic 
Items. Limited feasibility studies of such item types have been conducted 
during 1980-81. The present intention is that the tests be Rasch 
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calibrated. Pussibilities tunterning appropriate procedures for this ha\e 
also been investigated. The *ige of the target population for the test 
ranges from approximately 8 years to 16 years. %' 

Publications and Papers 

Ruwe, H A 11 Measuring the Nature of^ Performance Differences. A 

Process Approach Resources in ' Education^ 'May 1981 (BRiC 

Microliche ED 196 962) 
Ruwe, H A W Structural and Dynamic Components of the Problem 

Solving Process Paper presented at the 8th Annual Experimental 

Psychology Conference, Adelaide, May 198K 
Rowe, H A W, WISC-R and WISC- A Study of Redundancy and 

Structural Comparability Resources m Education, May 1981 (Eric 

Microfiche ED 196961) 



Maintenance of Psychological Tests 

Jos<?phine C Jenkinson. Meredith J Shears 

(Ihis project was funded by ACER's income from sales.) - 

This IS a continuing project involving the revision artd uilHatingof ACER 
tcsts anci manuaLs, and the adaptation and collectioi^ of data on selected' 
overseas tests. 

Contributions of data from test users made impossible to complete the 
renorming of the Revised Minnesota Paper Form Board Toist, and a 
revised manual was submvHt?cl for publication at the end of 1980. The 
major project following this was a revision and renorming of the ACER 
Word Knowledge Test Adult Form B, originally developed in 1932 as 
part of the ACER'Silent Reading Tests An item analysis carried out with 
Year 10 and Year 11 students indicated that so few items were still 
satLsfactor> that further work on Form B alone could not be justified. 
Twuxomplctel) new trial forms have now been assembled using the four 
original formi> of the Word Knowledge Test as an initial item j)oolv 
adapting and rewriting wl^ere necessary These will be field tested in 
schools with the aim of producing a new for^n of 75 to 80 itdms, and a 
selond shorter form if there are sufficient satisfactory items 

Work on overseas tests included preparation of a brief validity report 
\A^ thei^icneral Clerical Test for publication in the ACER Bulletin Jor 
"^Pyuholo^ists, an Australian adaptation of the General Clerical Test which 
is nq\y being printed, and preparation of replacement items appropriate 
for Australian use for the newly-published Wechsler AcUilt Intelligence 
Scale — Revised* - ' ^ 

Validation Studies of Intermediate Level Tests 

The new ACER Intermediate Test F was normed, using a national 

sample of Australian students,, in April 1981 About 1200 students from 
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three age lpvels—10, 12, and 14 years— were* tested. Norms for the 
manual nvjH therefore be based on data collected at both the beginning ^ 
and end .of. the school year. 

A validation study was also carried oui in April 1981. About 400 
students, again from the three age levels— 10, 12, and 14 years, 
completed the ACER Intermediate Test F, the Jenkms Non-Verbal Test, 
and either the ACER Intermediate Test A or D Ip this way performance 
can be compared on the old and new forms^of the Intermediate Level 
General Ability tests and also with a non-verbal measure. 

Tests, Publications, and Papers * ^ 

Revised Minnesota Paper Form Board Test. Manual. (Revised edition), 
hawthorn, Victoria: ACER, 1981. 

TESTING SERVICES AND PROGRAMS 

^ c 1-^ 

Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT) ' % 

Graeme Withers. George Morgan. iAIIyson Holbrook 

(This prograpi was" funded from income from users ) 

The ASAT Se'ries J has been prepared for administration to the Year 12 
populations, as is usual.. In the Australian Capital Territory, Western 
Australia, and Queensland. No changes were made to format or 
structure, and the test will again be printed in the user States as in 
,1979-80. ^ 

No national seminar was held this "year.' user representatives met in 
Melbourne in February to discuss finance and directions The annual 
report on ASAT H was tabled together with an interim report on ASAT I 
tand a further research paper on item chaining. 

Item preparation and editing for Series J took place, and trial testing 
was conducted in New Zealand, m March 1981, 

Tests, Publications, and Papers 

Report on^jie 1980 Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test (ASAT Series U 
* Hawthorn, Victoria ACER, 1980, 
Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test: Series J. Hawthorn^ Victoria? ACER, 
1981. 



ASAT SpecikX Testing Prograto ' 

Noel McBean, Evelyn Watson 

(This program was funded from income from users.) 

Tertiary institutions offekng courses for mature-age students have 
continued to make use of the two-hour versions of the Australian 
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Schol^lic Aptitude Te^t, in this program, ACER supplies t^sts on hire at 
dates ^ecified individual institutions Subsequent^ papers are 
marked at the ACER and scores reported back to the insfilutions. Data 
based on scores are coPnpiled for the total group of users as Well as for 
individual mstitutions. Minor variations in procedure are allowable^ 
within the program. For instance, one institution continues to use a 
three-hour version of the test The production of new tests to replace 
existing tests fs under way. 



AustFalian Law Schools Entrance Test ^ ' 
Graeme Withers 



(This project was funded b> ihe law schools of the Universities of Melbourne and 
New South Wales. Monash Liniversily. and ihe Australian National University ) 

The first stage of the project conducted with the publication of Series C of 
this test and ils administration to special entry candidates for ail 
participating law schools except the -University of New South Wales. The 
testing took place between November 1980 and March 1981 

No plans have been drawn up fer a second stage as yet, although some 
discussions with tiie Victorian uniN^ersities have taken place 

Tests, Publications, and Papers 

Australian "iav^ Schools Entrance Test: Series C. Hawthorn, Victoria: 
ACER, 1980 * 

^tJ^ 

Co-operative Scholarship Testing Program 

Evelyn Watson 



(This program was funded from income from users ) 

This program has been conducted since 1962 for a number of 
independent schools in all Australian States It provides a battery of tests 
at two levels. Level 1 for entrance to secondary school. Level 2 for 
j:ontmuairon beyond either Year 8 or Year 9 (depending on the Slate) 
The areas examined at Level 1 are Written Expression. Humanities, and 
Mathematics. At Level 2. a Science component is includeyJ with the 
Mathematics. The overall regulation of the program resides in a policy 
committee representing independent schools and the ACER The 
administration of the program, including development of tests, test 
marking, and score reporting is carried out by the ACER Test scores, 
standardized by level and by State, are returned to schools Tlie use 
/nade of these scores varies, but it provides an important element in 
assessing scholarship candidates. * 
In 1981, more than 12 OOP candidates registered for scholarships 
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ofTered by 114 schools. The candidates strtseither-a; participating schools 
or at one of the 51 country centres or 50 overse'as centres set up by the 
ACER. The tests used this year are the last of a new series which was 
developed over the' years 1977 to 1979. ^ 

Development of.tests for the next series, due to be used in 1985, was 
commenced to enable test items to be tried out by subjects ineligible to 
sit for the scholarship tests ' 



Miscellaneous Testing Services 

Noel McBean, Diana M Bradshaw" 



(This program was funded from income from users and mcome from sales.) ^ 
ETS Testing Program 

The ACER has continued to arrange and supervise examinations for the 
Educaiional Testing Service, Princeton, New Jersey. This resulted In 18 
Saturday testing sessions, two Sunday and one Monday special testing 
sessions. A total of 31 1 candidates were tested. Many of these candidates 
sat for the Graduate Management Admission Test. Arrangements have 
now been made for Deakin University to -test candidates for theiV 
business administration course. This leaves ACER with more 
manageable numbers of prospective (Aferseas sfudents. 

Psychological Corporation Testing Program 

The organization of the Miller Analogies Testing continued on behalf of 
the Psychological Corporation. Thirty-two candidates were tested and 
results repotted; 12 of these were tested at the ACER. The remainder 
owere tested by psychologists interstate. 

Other Testing Programs ^ 

A number of small test marking and analysis tasks have been 
undertaken. They include provision of results and scaled scores to ihc^ 
Victorian Railways and provision of results to the Queensland Electricity' 
Board. Further trial tests were marked and analysed for the Committee 
on Overseas ProfessionarQuaHfications andVesults for final versions 
were supplied. The cbmipilation of normative data on mathematics te^ts 
used by the Victorian Nursing Council was completed. In addition, 
scholarship papers .were provided and scored for independent schools m 
the Co-operative Scholarship Jesting Program which have candidates at 
levels Jiot covered by that program. 
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PROGRAM OF LIBRARY AND INFORMATION 
SERVICES " 

Australian Education Index 

Margaret A, Fmdlay, Elspeih Miller 

(This project was iacluded in the ACER Core Program,) 

This project continued to provide access to educational information by 
way of the quarte/ly publication, ihQ Australian Education Index and the 
AEII data base which is available at present for on-line searching through 
the network, AUSINET. 

Over 2000 items were indexed and added to the file during the period 
under review. As well as the traditionaPmaterial such as monographs and 
journal articles, the editors consider, for inclusion in th^ systems, items 
such as educational tests and unpublished research report^roduced by 
university faculties and research sections of State -Euac ation 
Departments. ' 

One area of concern is the emission of theses submitted and accepted 
for higher degrees in»Australian universities and colleges of advanced 
education in the field of education. It is difficult to obtain copies of theses 
for indexing, ^nd detailed and reliable subject indexing is impossible 
without reviewing the text or a comprehensive sumpiary of the 
document Co-operation is being sought from university Irbrafies to 
supply summaries of relevant theses and to assist in the compilation of 
'an additional annual publication. Bibliography of Education Theses in 
Australia, Entries will be included in the AEII data base. 

During the year, assistance was extended to the New South Wales 
Department of Education for the compilation pf the second edition of 
Guide and Index to Selected Materials by the Curriculum Information 
Project and also to the.TAFE National Clearinghouse in South Australia 
for the compilation of the second edition of Initiatives in Technical and 
Further Education, 

Publications 

Australian Education Index (M.A. Findlay and E. Miller, Eds). Vol. 23 (3 
and annual cummulation). Vol. 24(1,2). Hawthorn, Victoria: ACEJl, 
1980-81. 



Australian Education Review 

Jobn P. Keeves 

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.) 

Efforts ha^e been made during the period under review to plan 
sufficiently in advance to ensure that numbers of the Australian 
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Education Review dTQ published regularly While iwo numbers have been 
published during the period under review, neither was prepared ^jul 
written within the ACER by staff of the Council 



set: Research Information for Teachers 
Peter Jeffery 



(This project was funded by ACER'S income from sales ) ^ * 

The second issue o(set for 1980 was well received and the proportion of 
Australian material was on the increase as availability of this publication 
bejrame known to potential authors. The set advisory committee is 
almost complete with representatives frorti all States beginning to 
stimulate both the flow of items relevant to readers in their areas and the 
use of the information package by teachers. A number of college and 
university lecturers have begun to support and use set with their 
students. Very few back numbers of set remain for sale 

Publicity to establish the 19S1 • subscription list was reasonably 
effective and it *was expected that when set 1981(1) appeared in M^y 
(immediately after advertising in ihc ACER Newsletter) circulation would 
exceed 1980 levels. However the project received a severe setback when 
the first issu? for 1981 was held up m the long-running Port of 
Melbourne industrial dispute. _ ... 

The report of the preliminary study oT the impact of set conducted by 
J.M. Owen and Hall of Melbourne State College was valuable for the 
guidance it provided for future "development. A further stud>:is_aaw_ia 
progress. 



General Information Services 

Phillip A.' McKenzie, Robin G. Rowlands (Honorary Staff Member), John P 
Keeves ' ' , 



(This projeXl was included in the ACER Core Program J 

A report has been prepared which examines from an economic 
perspective the recurrent education debate and the applicability the 
recurrent education concept to the Australian education and labour 
market sectors. The report is currently being revised for publication as a 
research monograph. . » 

Three issues of State Institute News have been producedLand circulated 
with the ACER Newsletter io provide information on the activities ,of the 
State Institutes and to keep their members informed of important 
developments within the ACER. 

Information concerning Australian research in the area of pre-school 
education was prepared and forwarded to the United Kingdom for 
inclusion in an international^ publication on this subject. 



A Second Report on the Entry of Students into Courses for the Pre- 
service Education of Teachers and into Other Types of tertiary 
Education was prepared and will be included as an appendix to the final 
report of the A<;phe rnmmittpe 

In addition, a paper was prepared Under the title 'The Transition from 
School to Work, to Further Training and to a Constructive Adult Life' 
for the conference on 'Youth, Employmentv Education and Training' 
conducted in Canberra by The Academy of the Social Sciences in 
Australia and The Centre for Economic f^olicy Research at the 
Australian National University. This paper gave an account of the 
ACER'S program of research and the findings from that research which 
were relevant to the issues raised at the conference. 

Publications and Papers , 

Keeves, J P. The transition from school to work, to further training and 
to a constructive adult life. In F. Gruen (Ed^), Youth. Employment, 
Education and Training: Report of a Joint Conference held by The 
Academy of the Social Sciences in Australia and The Centre for Economic 
Policy Research, Australian National University, Canberra, The Centre, 
1981. 

McKenzie, Phillip A Unemployment and Recurrent Education, An 
Economic 'Perspective. Paper presented at the A ARE Annual 
Conference, Sydney, November 1980, 



Library ^ . ( 

Margaret A Fmdlay (Librarian), Christopher J Cook. Elspeih Miller, Lula 
Psiliakos ^ 

^ 

^The library was funded m part from tRe Core Grant, but fargely from ACtR\ 
income from sales ) ^ 

LibraiJ usage by staff has continued at a high level and, during the 
period under review, 6500 items were borrowed from the collection, A 
concentrated effort has been made during this period to ensure that the 
collection is relevant to the information needs of the present research 
staff At June 1981, the overall collection had increased to 17 700 
volume/ with an average monthly growth of 90 titles, 

Interlibrary co-operation continues to , reflect the value of ihe 
collection in the field of education in Australia, During 1980 requests for 
interlibrary loans from other libraries totalled 1900, 

Computerized information retrieval services have been used to 
supplement the detailed reference and information work performed by 
the library for the research staff of the ACER, Searches are processed 
through the bibliographic data bases in the Australian network 
AUSINET and the Lockheed Dialog network in USA by using the dial- 
up link and terminal recently acquired by the library, 
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PROGRAM OF SURVEY AND PSYCHOMETRIC 
SERVICES 



Survey Research Services 

Malcolm Rosier. Kenneih N, Ross, Stephen Fa nsh. Mark Wilson 

(This project was included in ihe ACER Core^Program. Mr Parish and Mr Wilson 
were seconded from ihe Victorian Education Department.) - 

Advice and assistance in various aspects of survey research are provided 
by the unit to members of the staff and to certain research workers in 
other institutions. The unit also maintains the ACER Sampling Frame, 
which is a list ^f all primary and secondary schools in Australia with 
associated student enrolment figures. « ^ 

Studies in ^ample Design s 

These studies are investigating variance estimation techniques for a 
vapiety of complex sample designs and the, statistics which are derived 
from such designs. The statistics under investigation are nornri- 
refetenced and criterion referenced reliability coefficients as used in 
educational ani/ psychological testing situations , and correlation and 
regression .coefficients as used in multiple regres^on analyses. 

The techniques which have been investigated as applicable to the " 
sample designs and statistics are Balanced Repeated Replication, the 
Jackknife procedure and Taylor linearizatipn. The use oi; a Jackknife 
estimate as the initial inptit to'the Taylor linearization technique has also 
^be e n studied. The jcsults of -tbe se e s tirnfltinn procedures are being 
compared with actual empirically obtained values for variance. 

Using computer'^^rtware developed for the studies, much of the 
analysis has been carried out, >vith the collation and interpretation of 
results to be completed. , 

Publications and Pdpers 

Rosier, M.J. The sampling design and execution. In G.W. Bassett, 
Teachers in Australian Schools 1979, Melbourne: Australian College of 
Education, 1980, Appendix 2^ 

Wilson, M. Adventures in Uncertainty. An Empirical Investigation of 
the Use of a Taylor's Series Approximation- for the Assessment of 
Sampling Errors in Educational Research. Hawthorn, Victoria" ACER, 

. l98l,(mimeo,) 
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Australian Educational Data Archives 



Malcolm Rosier , ' ^ 

2_2 I 

(This project was inclucled in the ACER Core Program.). 

As indicated in the 1979-80 ACER Annual Repori, a report was prepared 
describing ^he need for an adequate system for developing archives of 
data^ obtamed in major Australian educational research studies. The 
justificaiiim for the^ system was seen to lie^in .the accountability of 
researc^workers fotlht public funds used in the collection of data, and 
in the reduction of revests to schools for the use of students in surveys 

It was proposed that a'centre be estjjblished, with a minimal level of 
fundi^&, .16^ ensure that sets of data submitted" to the archives system 
were well organized and accompanied bj^^adequate documentation^ and^ 
that regular catalogues should be prepared, for distribution to 
educational research workers in Australia and overseas, which described 
the nature and^vailability of the entries m {He archives system. It was 
further proja<3ied Jhat a seriej _pX:wQrkshops be held in major cities in 
Australia in order to introduce the system to potential users, including 
those who would be. submitting data to the system and those who would 
be using archived data for secondary analyses. 

The report was submitted to various persons for advice and comment, 
and the response to the proposal for acKrtmKalian Data Archives System 
was very favourable It was seen to be m^ptin^ fundamental need of the 
research community Preparations were tlieremre made for preparing a 
revised version of the report, * | r 

" However, it was intended that the system wc/uld be supported during 
the next phase of development by the Education Research and 
Development Committee, which had initially provided a grantibr^ 
advisory committee to discuss the issues, under the chairmanship of 
Professor Jonathan Anderson of flinders University.^Because of the 
closure of the ERDC, no further action has been taken on the proposal 
for the establishment of the Australian Educational Data Archives 
Syste^, ^vhich has mean! that'^he final report has not been prepared and 
the proposed workshops have been cancelled. - 



ASAT Validation Studies 

George Morgan 
(This project was included in the ACER Core Program,) 

TlTis project aims to assess the psychometric properties of the Australian 
Scholastic Aptitude Test, and to provide advice on its use. 

During the past year, the main, concern of this project has been with 
the validity of the special ASAT tests as instruments for^selecting 
mature-age entrants to tertiary courses Comparisons have been made 
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between the performances of mature-age applicants and Year 12 
students ^ho make up the ncfrmal intake to tertiary courses Various 
T)sychomeiric properties of the special ASAT forms have been estimated 
from composite test data of Year 12 students. 



Studies in Criterion Referenced Measurement 

• George Morgan , 

(This project was included in the ACER Core Program.) 

An on-gomg activityfof this project is to keep the ACER abreast with 
important developments in the field of criterion referenced 
measurement and testing. Assistance was given to projects with the 
interpretation of'criterion referenced test data. 
^ A particular concern was to determine whether it is feasible to develop 
a statistical procedure which could be used to assess examinee 
performance over a period of time, that combined {Principles of decision 
theory and Rasch based latent trait measurement. Available results 
showed that such a procedure could be used to monitor performance 
levels of examinees at different times in the period, allowing current 
performance measures to be linked to measures of performance at earlier 
times, so that measures were directly comparable. This pr£liminary 
investigation is to form the basis of a more extensive study which will be 
reported upon at a later date. 

An additional concern of this project *was the preparation for 
publication, by the ACER, of the papers presented at the 1980^ 
Invitational Seminar on the Improvement of Measurement in Education 
and Psychology. Under the editorship of Professor D. Spearritt, of 
Sydney University, the papers have been edited" and collated for 
publication towards the end of 1981; ^ ^ . 



Statistical Analysis and Psychometric Services 

Christopher J. Lokan (until 13 Febru ary 1981), Jeffery J Clancy 

(This project wa« included m the ACER Core Program.) 

The ACER inhouse computer provides a facility for on-site data 
processing as well as a remote job entry system to the larger IBM/370 
computer operated by IGl. During the^ear the system has been fully 
documented and existing statistical analysis programs have been 
updated. Several new routines, including a SORT proce^^re have been 
added to the system. 

The on-site facility has been augmented by the installation of a 
termmal to the Swinburne College Qf Technology FACOM computer-i^ 
Access to this system has substantially increased ACER'S computing 
capability. Negotiations are now under way for a second line to the 
■ FACOM and for an eventual RJE link to that^systjem. 



PROGRAM OF ADVISORY SERVICES 



educational Advisory Services 

Peter Jeffery, Barbara Johnson 



' (The cost of Advisory Services was met entirely from ACER's income from 
sales,) 

Perhaps the most4fBporiant asp^ecl of the work in ^ducai^iona! Advisory 
Services is providing advice to enquiring teachers and other educational 
personnel. Much of this a3vice is provided in response to letters,' 
telephone calls, and*individuals visiting ACER. However, advisory staff 
are receiving increasing numbers of requests' to run seminars and 
workshops for all teacher groups. Nine of these seminars were held in 
Victoria las't year. One seminar, initiated by the ACER, was held in 
Sydney, and was most successful both in establishing contact with 
teacher centre personnel and in providing information about the ACER. 
It is evident that ACER'S location in Melbourne is responsible to a large 
extent for the demand from Victoria. It could be assumed that a similar 
demand would come from other States if ACER'S services were as V^'ell 
known as they are in Victoria. Plans are being made to hold seminars in 
other stale capitals and some country areas, and it is hoped this will 
enable the ACER to increase advisory staff and teacher interaction. 1 
^ One attempt to increase this interaction is through provision of special 
ACER displays to educational centres in different States. Displays have 
been^prepared for NSW regional education centres, and great interest 
has been shown by these centres. Victoria and Queensland will receive 
displays in 1981-82 In addition, displays have been provided on request 
for a variety^ of educational meetings throughout Australia. 

The revised ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educational "Tests and 
Materials, which was published in June, has been improved to provide 
information on test selection, a glossary of terms used in the catalogue, 
and photographs of tests and materials. In addition, lipdate mailings have 
been continued to current holders of the Annotated Catalogue-. 

The JCER Newsletter coni'mucs to create interest and its mailing list is 
increasifig steadily Items in the Newsletter stimulate many requests for 
Project News reports^'from people wishing to keep abreast with current 
projects. ^ ^ . * 

Publications and Papers 
^ ACER Newsletter 1^0, 39, N9. 40, No 41. 
ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educational Tests and Materials, 
ACER Educational Catalogue, 
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Psychological Advisory Services 

Diana M Bradshaw, Josephine C. Jenkinson 



(The Losi oi" Advisory Services was melffnttrel> from ACER'S income from sales ) 

During the year, there was a substantial rise in the number of telephone 
enquiries. This was probablyjLie to some extent to the large increase in 
applicants for registration wiffiie ACER as test users. The total number 
of applications processed during the^year was 597 as compared with 417 
for 1979-80. 

An annotated bibliography of neuropsychological tests was updated ta 
meet the growing demand for tests in what has become a rapidly 
expanding area. A new annotated bibliography of test3 of social and 
vocational competence in special education, another rapidly expanding 
area of testing, was compiled to reduce the time involved in answering 
enquiries concerning such tests. ' ^ 

Two issues of the ACER Bultetm for Psychologists were prepared. The 
February 1981 issue gave prominence to tests published by the 
Psychological Corporation and the Institute for Personality and Ability 
Testing. 

In addition to the routine activities concerned with advising on tests 
and their use, staff receiveim^ny enquiries*from parents and members of 
the public concerning educational and psychological matters. In the 
apparent absence of other sources of information, many callers have 
been advised to ring- the ACER. These calls would, on average, number 
15 a week and people are referred by a large range of organizations and 
individuals. It. would seem that the ACER is seen as_a_source of 
information on a wide variety of topics 'ranging f^j^n educational 
statistics to vocational guidaiice. 
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PUBLISHING 



Don Magu^ire, Marcel Leman, Bronwyn Hay, Craig Dowseii 

r 

AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION REVIEW 



During the past 12 months two issues of the Australian Ji/iucauon Review 
have been published and it is hoped during the coming years to ensure 
that the review is issued on a more regular basis using^ in the main, 
contributions from persons outside the staff of the ACER. 

Publications, * 
Crittenden, Brian S. Changing Ideas in Australian Education. Some Key 

Themes suKe I960, (Australian Education Review No. 14). Hawthorn,« 

Victoria: ACER, 1981. ^ 
Karmel, Peter H Education into the Eighties: Some More Economic Aspects 

of Education, (Australian Education' Review No, 15), Hawthorn, 

Victoria: ACER, 198 l.v 



AUSTRALIAN JOURNAL OF EDUCATION 



After nearly 25 years during which the editorai responsibility of The 
Australian Journal of Education ^diS held at the University of Sydney, first 
by Emeritus Professor W.F, Connell and more recently by Associate 
Professor R L Debus, the editorship of the Journal passed to Professor 
K Marjoribanks of the University of Adelaide. The Council expresses its 
thanks to Professors Connell and Debus and their colleagues at the 
University of Sydney, in particular to Mrs Vija Sierins, for their notable 
contribution to Australian education through the preparation of the 
Journal. 

The transfer of the production of The Australian Journal oj Education to 
the ACER has been managed without the necessity for increases in staff. 
With the editor's full co-operation, a good working arrangement has 
been set up which has allowed the new format to be developed, and it is 
anticipated that these procedures will result in speedy and efficient 
production of future numbers of the Journal. 



PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES 



The first fulf application of the system of direct transfer from word 
processor disk to typesetting \Vas used for the production of ACER'S 
history. The Australian Counal for Educational R^seai^h J93(h80by W,F., 
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Connell. Publicjition was completed within six weeks ofthe receipt of the 
final manuscript This was in good time for the presentationHo the 
President at the ceremony held to celebrate ACER's SOtti anniversary 
The system has since been used in othecpublications such as Education, 
Change and Society edited by Peter Karmel and Becoming Better Parents 
by Maurice Balson. The latter titles illustrate the flexibility required of 
both the typesetting system and the design requirements ofthe Division 
A good deal of effort is expended in fitting the design to the Ultimate use 
of the publication. 

At the request of the library, the layout of the Australian Education 
Index ^as redesigned to allow a more economical use of space for 
computer typesetting transfer. This has gone some way to compensate 
for the large increase in the number of items being indexed. 

The Division has been required to design and product 
atlvertising literature this year. An example is that for Becoming Better ' 
Parents. As this title was aimed primarily at the bookshop market^ a 
different promouonal approach was arranged^ This required production 
s^f full-colour posters and brochures and the provision of display bins 

Books, Reports, and Periodicals Published 

(a) BookV and Reports 

Changes m Secondary School Mathematics in Australia 1964-1978 by 
Malcolm J. Rosier (ACER Research Monograph No. 8). 

Oracy m Australian SchoolsbyS.F.^ouTkcM.l.CldTk^D.F Davis, and F 
Holzer (ACER Research Monograph No. 9) indciding^ Appendixes on 
microfiche. 

School and Work m Prospect- H-year-olds m Australia byTrevor^Williams, 

Margaret Batten, Sue Girling-Butcber and JefifClancy (ACER Research 

Monograph No. 10). . 
Education and Employment. Expectations and Experiences of Students, 

Graduates, and Employers by Warren Jones^-HACER Research 

Monograph No. 11). - ■ ^^^^"^ 

' The Evaluation of Staff Development m^vtFETA Summary ofthe Reports by 

Adrian Fordham and John Ainley. 
Mathematic^valuation Procedures K'2 (for use by teachers )^ith children 

in Yearslt-f) by North Sydney iJifants' M4stresses\Counpl 
The Aust^anCouncitfor Educational Research 1 930-80 by V^F Connell 
Becoming Better Parents by Maurice Balson. 
Education, Change and Society Q(l\iQ6^byyQiQT Karmel. 

(b) Periodicals t " 

ACER Newsletter Qdiicd by Peter Jeffery 

No. 39 July 1980, No. 40 November 1980, No. 41 April 1981. 
Australian Education Index compiled b> Margaret A Findlay and Elspeth 

Miller " . 

Vol 22 No. 2 June 1980, Vol. 22 No. 3 September 1980, Vol. ly 

Cumulation 1980,^^01. 23 No. 1 March 1981, Val 23 No.2 Jiine 1981. 
Bulleun for Psychologists edited by Diana Bradshav^. / . 



No"28 August mo. No. 29 February 1981. 
Australian Education Review 
No 14, Changing Ideas m Australian Education: Some Key Themes since 
I960 by Brian Crittenden! 

No 15, Education in the Eighties: Some More Economic Aspects of 

Education by Peter Karni^Hr**^ 
4ustralian Journal of Education edited by Kevin Marjoribanks 

Vol 24, No 2 Augusf 1980, Vol 24, No. 3 October 1980, Vol 25"No. I 

April 1981. ^ ' 

Sitdte Institute News <s 

No. 1 July 1980, No. 2* November 1980, No. 3 April 198|. 

(c) Adi'isory Services Publications 

ACER Educational 'Catalogue 1 98 1 and Pri& List. 
ACER Psychological Catalogue 1981. 

ACER Annotated Catalogue of Educationdl Tests und'Materials I98L 
ACER Personnel Catalogue I9SL 

Annotated Booklist. - ' ^ \ 

Tests Put^lished . 

(a) Testing Services ^ " * > 
Co-operatnc Scholarship Testing Program. Candidates Registration Form, 

^ Candidates hlformation Bulletin, List of Centres, Tests. Written 

, Expression, Levels 1 and 2, Mathematics, Level I, Mathematics and 

Science, Level 2, Answer Booklet, Levels 1 and 2, ^ 
Australian Scholastic Aptitude Test Series J. Book 1,^ Book II, and WA 

g T l ion Photographic masters forw^irded to States for publishmg. 
Australian Law Schools Entrance FiP^^Series C Test Booklet andAnswer 
Sheet. i * 

(b) Diagnostic Tests, Achievement Tests, and Teaching Aids 

Progressive Aihievetueht Tests (NSy/) Score Key fop- Machine Scorabie 
-\nswer Sheet for Reading Comprehension and Reading Vocabulary 
Tests, Forms \ irndB^iinil. Supplement to Handbook 

ACER Chetmstrv Test Item Collection (CH EMTIO Year 12 Supplement. 

Program tor Assessing Youth Employment Skills (PAYF:S) (Australian 
Experim^enta! Edition! Booklets I, II and III, Manual,. Directions for 
.Administration, Scoring and Individual Profile Booklet 

Raised Minnesota Paper Form Board Test: Manual. (Revised edition). 

Reprints 

There were 255 separate repripts during the >ear, including /^////«/////ro/7/t 

Trusts in Australia (Third edition) 

f- 




' DISTRIBUTION SERVICES 

Eric Mcllroy, Aian Wilkins 



^ The financial year 1980-81 \vds one of many anxieties and uncertainties, 
and only m the closing weeks of this period was it clear that a satisfactory 
level of trading ^vould be maintained However, the delay in receipt of 
copies of se\ and other items from overseas as a cqnsequence of 
industrial troubles on the Victorian wharves resulted in a substantial 

• shortfall in the value of goods supplied, in spite of the fact that, for many 
item^ orders were held at the close of the financial year, 

Mr Eric Mcllroy tendered his resignation ^s officer in charge of the 
Distribution Services Division from 3 July 1981 after nearly 19 years of 
service with the ACER. During that period Mr Mcllroy saw the Division 
grow quickly through the easy years of the ^ency for Science Research 
Associates to the years when the ACER'produced curriciilom matprials 
Cpr the school market to the current period of financial constraints. The 
Council is gratefyl to him for a long period of loyal service and for the 
jcareTul and accurate manner in which he supervis.ed the affairs of the 
Division. In retirement Mr Mcllroy will be undertaking part-time 
employment and the ACER wishes him every succes^in his new 

* position. The ACER has been fortunate to have recruited tjD the staff Mr 
Ian Horton from a similar position with the Victorian Commercial 
Teachers Association, ^ 



FINANCE 



The grants received from the Commonwealth and State Governments 
amounted to a cortibined total of S638 000 While this sum represented 
an increase above the level of the previous year, it was significantly less 
than the level of inflation that had operated during the 1979-80 financial 
year and made no allowance for the substantialjncreases in the salaries 
of all staff that have occurred in the current,«financial year. As a 
consequence it has been necessary to reduce the number of staff 
employed under thp core grant aHd thus the program of work being 
undertaken from this source of funds. The coming financial year is 
with considerable uncertainty. 
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Contribufions to Council Funds 



The Council acknowledges, with thanks, the following conyfibutions 
received during the financial year ending 30 June 198 1: 

Australian Governments: General Grants for Research . 

Conrmon wealth. S3 1 9 000 

New South Wales $1 14 330 

'Victoria S 87 151 

Queensland S 47 650 

South Australia • ^ S 29J48 ^ 

Western Austftlia " , S 27 21 1 

Tasmania ' , S 9474 

Northern Territory S 2 360 

Special Grants 

Grants to specific projects were made by: 
Members of the Association of AuStraliar^ 

Philanthropic Trusts SI 

Australian National University S 4 000**^ 

CufriculurfTbevelopment Centre S 10 638, 
Education Research ^nd DevelopmentCommittee S 35 766 

Ed^ucation Department, Victoria * ^ S 31 500 

University of Melbourne Conservatorium" *S 434 

University of Queensland . ' S 3 000 

and from the State Education Departments 

* through the Australian Education Council . S 1 70 449 





ACER Staff 

(As at I July 1981) 



DIRECTOR- 

John P. Keeves, BSc, DipEd, MEd. PhD, fii dr, FACE/FASSA 

ASSISTANT DIRECTORS 

John F.- Izard, TPTC, BSc, MEd, PhD, MACE 

Trevor H. Williams, BSc, DipEd, BA, MA, PhD, MACE 

RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT- 

John G. Ainley, BSc, MEd, PhD, MACE, ARACI 
Margaret C. Batten, B A, BEd, MACE 

Betlina Blackall, TPTC, BA, DipEd, MEd, PhD, ALAA (honorary 
member of staff) 

Sidney F. Bourke, BSc, BA, UttB, MEd, MACE 

Jeffery J.Clancy, B A ' 

*Chris Commons, BSc, PhD, DipEd ' 

*DouglasT.Couper, BSc(Ed),BSc(Hons) ^ . 

Marion M. de Lemos, BSc(Hons), MSc, PhD, MAPsS 

•Meredith Doig,BA, DipEd , . , 

•Stephen Farish, BSc (Hons), Dij^Ed 

SueGirling-Butcher, BA, DipMedlech / 

Allyson Hotbrook, BEc, DipEd' 

Faye Holzer, TSTC, BA, BEd 

•Lesley Howard, BA, DipEd 

WarrenJones,BSc(Hons),PhD,MAPs$ ' ^ * ■ . 

Janice J. Lok^n, B^A^DipEd, PhD, M APsS, MIAAP ■ 

Noel McBean, BA, pipEd (part-time)' 

Phillip A. McKenzi^, BEc(Hons), DipEd, MEd 

John M, Mills, BA(Hons), DipEd, MEd ^ 

George Morgan, BSc(Hons), DipEd,« MSc, MEd 

Kevin J. Piper, BA(Hons), DipEd 

Malcolm J. Rosier, BSc, MEd, PhD 

Kenneth N". Ross, BSc, MEd 

Helga A.H. Rowe, BA(Hons), PhD, MAPsS, MlAAP 

Robin G. Rowlands, BA, MEd, PhD, FACE (honorary member of 

staff) 

Meredith Shears, BA(Hons), DipEd 

Jenny Slater, B A, Grad Dip Sec Studs (part-time) 

•Jackie Stanyon, BA(Hons), DipEd 

Andrew SturiTian, BSc(Hons) ' ^ 

A. Graham Ward, MA, MEd 
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*Lee WaddelK BA. MA, Teaching Credential 
Evelyn Watsoji, BA 

*Mark Wilson, BSc(Hons), DipEd ^ 
' Graeme P. Withers, BA, ACTT 

* Seconded staff from the Victorian Education Department 

ADVISORY SERVICES 

Educational 

Peter Jeffery, TPTC, BA, 6Ed ^ 
Barbara Johnson, BAv DipEd, MEd . - . 

Psychological 

Diana M. Bradshaw, BA, DipEd, MAPsS 

Josephine C. Jenkinson, BA, DipEdPsych, MEd, MAPsS 

Test Library and Reference Materials 

Pamela Burns (part-time) ' • ^ 

LIBR^RY^ 

Margaret A.Pindlay, BA, ALAA 

Christopher J Cook, BA(Hons), ALAA 

Elspeth Millei, BA(Hons), GradDipLib 

Lula Psiliakos, ALAA (part-time) 

Betty J. Segar (part-time) ^ , 

PUBLISHING 

Don Maguire, HNC 

Craig Dowseu, Cert App Art - * » , * ^ 

Brdnwyn Hay, BA(Hons) (part-time) * j 

Marcel Leman » ' 

ACCOUNf ANCY 

Phyllis*^. Staurenghi, BA, BCom \ 
Ruth Ambrose ' 
Marie Crisp 

Fay Harvey , • • 

May Young 
' Margaret Palmer 

SALES AND DISTRIBUTION ^ 

Eric Mcllroy ^ * ^ 

AlanWilkins ^ 

P^g-Engellenner (part-time) 

Bruce Fulton 

Peter Gale. - __ 

Stan Gafle 
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Jan Gilbert 
Judy Gilder 

Petec Gilder ' , _ - - _ . 

Jill Harding 

Isabel Miller ' ^ " 

Steve O^Keill - ^ W ( 
Maisie Peel ' 
John Wilson 

SECRETARIES TO THE DIRECTORS 

' Marjor^e Ballooh--.— ^ 
Win Boyce^ 

Margaret Taylor ^ 
Yvonne Allen (part-time) 

GENERAI^ SECRETARIAL AND OFFICE SERVICES 

Jean Ramus (part-time) \ * . ^ 

Carolyn Bretherton 
Judith Clark 

Merrille Corless (part-time) ^ " 

Gwenneth Dobell (part-time) 

Susan Leith 

Gloria Locock _ 

Margaret Miller . 

Linda Schmidt (part-time) 

Beatrice ^ciberras 

Carol Shackleton (part-time) 

CLERICAL^ AND TECHNICAL ASSISTANTS 

Ruth Jeffery 
Anne Lowry 
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State Institutes of Educational Research 



Nature and Function 

The Stale Insiilules are autonomous , bodies, ^ach nominating one 
representative to the governing body of The Australian Council for 
Educational Research^ and co-operating closely with it when occasion 
reuiuiiies. In 1956, at a meetin^held in Melbourne, these representatives 
formulated the following statement of the nature and functions of an 
Institute In general, as the reports printed later will show, they carry out 
the functions in different ways and with different emphases; 

The ohiftCt nf the IrmtitiitP k tn art a lf>arnpd hnHy c^f^vniRd yp fhf 

promotion of study and research in education, emphasizing the 
scientific study of educational problems, by means'^f the following 
activities: 

A Disseminating 

(i) research, either 

(a) the results of specific pieces of research done by 
members; or 

(b) reports on the collection of research information; 
(li) opinion and accounts of practices in education, 

B Participating in 

(i) the discussion, planning, and criticism of research projects, 

(ii) the active carrying out of research projects. 

C Establishing areas of contact with other educational groups 

Membership on Council of ACER 

The term of office of an Institute representative on the Council of the 
ACER IS four years, and the dates of appointment are arranged to 
provide a continuity of membership of the Council 
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NEW SOUTH WALES 



Office Bearers k \ * 

Patron: Sir Harold Wyndham 
President: Mr R- Calls 

' Vice- Presidents: Dr J. Hatvey, Dr L. Higgins, Dr L Smilh 
Secretary: Mr 1. Burnard 
Treasurer: Dr B. Soulhwell ♦ 
Library-Research Officer: Mr R. Philps 
Delegate to ACER: Professor J. Keais 
/Alternative^ Delegate and Editor of The Australian Journal of Education 



Advisory Lditor oj the Australian Journal Of Educailon. Di jrsiieppaid — 
Additional Committee Members: Associate Professor N, Baumgarl, Mr A 
Waison, Mr L Shellard 

Co-opted Committee Members: Dr J. Barren, Ms J, Cusu Ms S, 
Groundwaier-Smiih, Ms G. Macleod, Mr J, Relich 

Meetings 

The theme adopted for the year was 'Confronting critical issues in 
educational research'. 

6 March 198K Dr M. .Skilbeck, Curriculum Development Centre, 
Canberra, *Core curriculum. Implications for curriculum development' 
3 April 1981. Dinner meeting, Macquarie University, followed by a panel 
discussion and product display of research. Discussion questions Is 
there a moral dilemma for educational researchers between relevance 
and reputation? Does educational research ever do more than rationalize 
^ the status quo? Do data collection methods influence findings? Does 
good technology drive out bad theor/? Panel and interviewers. Dr J. 
Barrett '(Assistant ^Chairman),/ Associate Professor N, Baumgart 
(Chairman), Dr D. Cohen, Dr D. Davis,^ Professor P. Foster, Mr K, 
Johnston, Dr D. Lewis, Dr G. O'Byrne,' Professor H. Philp, Dr M. 
Tenezakis, Professor J. Ward 

20-21 May 1981. Joint-sponsored conference initiated by the 
Curriculum Research and Development Centre, University of Sydney 
The Nature, and Implications of the Document, Core Curriculum for 
Australian^ Schools 

18 June 1981. Professor Kung Wei- Yao, Institute of Psychology, Peking, 
'General education in China: A. comparison of what was, what is and 
current directions' 

Membership 

Membership, excluding membership through the Newcastle Branch 
whose report is submitted separately, is 1^0 of whom 1 13 are currently-i 
financial members. 




f 




ERIC 



75 



\ 



Publication 

Durinjjf the >ear the Editor of the Bulletin published the address of Dr 
Ma!coTm,Skilbeck. This will appear again the 1981 Bulletin. Jht 1980 
edition is expected to be ready by November 1981. 

Newcastle Branch 

'During the year the Executive, together with members meeting on 18 
June, agreed to support the proposal of the Newcastle Branch to receive 
separate representation upon the, ACER Council. 

Annaal Prize 

During the year considerable planrtjng has taken place to increase the 
ranize nf tertiary institutions in NSW whose education students mi ght 
become eligible for an, educational research prize. It is expeciea new 
arrangements will applj^ in 1982. Prize winners for the 1980 academic 
year were: 

Kathleen E. Cook, Macquarie University 

Michael R Matthews and Adriene L Warnwright, University of New 
South Wales 

Susan C Funnell, University of Sydney 
Education Research Funding , 

The Institute express^ to the Commonwealth Minister for Education its 
concern at the dissolution of ERDC and other national education 
research funding instrumentalities. Discussiop has taken place on these 
matters with federal political leaders, ^ 

Acknowledgments 

The Institute is grateful for the support of Mr K Reinhard, Acting 
Principal, Alexander Mackie College of Advanced Education and to its 
other supporters for their assistance in making possible the activities of 
the Institute during the year 

Financial Statement 

The financial statement shows a credit balance orS320 for the year ended. 
10 September 1981. 

NEWCASTLE BRANCH 

Office Bearers / 

Chairman: Mr T. Nicholas 

Vke-Chairmen: Dr E. Braggett, Prpf#5?or J. Biggs i 
Honorary Secretary: Mr W. Ho^sluI 

Committee Members: Dr R. Etx)we, Dr J. Miles, Mr J. Foster 
Delegate to ACER: Professor J. Keats 

^ / 

72 . . ♦ 



76 



Meetings ^ 

10 April 1981. Combmed^ meeting with the Australian College of 
Education and Educational' Administration Dr R. Rawlinson, The 
structure and work of the Education Commission of NSW 
28 May 1981 Professor J. Biggs, ^A survey of tertiary student motives 
and study strategies. A comparison of the Hunter Valley wifh Australian 

norms' ""r'^j *• 

16 June 198 1. Professor Kung Wei Yao, The development of education 

in China" 
Membership 

Currently there are 36 members of the Newcastle Branch, 27 of whom 
are financial and nine are either on leave or are yet to renew their 

mpmhftr<;hip 



Financial Statement 

The Newcastle Branch had a credit balance of S740.10 on^ September 
1981, 
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VICTORIA. 



Office Bearer^ 

President: Dr !^ Shears - 
Vice^resident:\yx G.J Allen, Ms I. Palmer • 
Honorary Secretary: Mr A. J. P. Nattrass 

Honorary Assista!\t Secretary and Membership OJficer: Mr K. Hall 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr Hindley 

Committee: Mrs M Ainley,. Mr M.W. Boyce, Mr G.D. Bradshaw, Mr H. 
Hobbs, Ms A.M Ridsdale. Dr R. Rowlands, Dr G.J. Whitehead 
Editor of Publications: Mr M^W Boyce • 
PET Group Represeritative: Mr T. Holland 
Research Group Representative: Mr 1 L, Ball 
'^Jionorary Auditor: Dr G.J. Allen 

*t- »■ 

Meetings ' 

27 August 1980'. Twenty^-seventh Frank, Tate Memorial Lecture, 
Professor A.H Halsey, University of Oxfc^rd, 'Meritocracy and 
secondary education— The ca^ of twentieth century Britain' 
28-30 October 1980. Eighteenth Lecture Series. Mr P. Ruthven, Dr L.W. 
Shears, Mrs T, Gray, and Mr G. Cooper, 'Teaching in the eighties— Go 
or woe? , 
13 March 1981 Annual Meeting.*Mr S.F Bourke and Ms F, Holzer, 'A 
r^ort of the development of oracy in Australian schools' 

June 1981 Twenty-eighth Frank Tate Memorial Lecture. Emeritus 
^^ssor R. Selby Smith, 'The non-governr^ent schools: Today and 
tontiVrow' ' ' 

PubliCa^ons 

Two issues of the VJER Bulletin, Numbers 45 ^nd 46, were produced 
containing texts of major VIER lectures as wel] as ether papers itnd 
reviews. 

Research Group 

The major project of this group was the establisha\ent of'two' special, 
working^arties, chaired by Mr D. Fraser and Dr J, Lawrey, with^ view 
to contributing to the ACER'S Invitatiornil Conference on. Societal 
Change and its Impact on Education. * * ^ ^ 

Primary Ediication Today Grt)up . 

This numerically strong group continued its^seri^s of monthly'^meeuings* 
and was responsible for the organization of the Annual LeAure Series. 

G.S. Browne Prizes * 

Arrangements were made for the G.S. Browne Prize foy Educational 
Practice, instituted in 1957, to be awarded in conjun^on with the ^ 
Teacher of the Year Award which is sponsored by T/?e Age, and ' 
organized by the Education Department of Victoria with the co- 
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operation of the Catholic Education Office and the Association of 
Independent'Schools.'The award was made to Mrs M Kocher for her 
outstanding contribution to multicultural education. 

Fiftieth Annivers^y Dinner 

A dinner to celebrate the fiftieth anniversary of the Institute was held on 
Tuesday 18 November, 1980 at Union House^ University of Melbourne 
Thirty-nine persons attended, including many who had been members of 
the VIEK Executive over the 50 years of the Institute's existence 
Professor W.F. Connell delivered the after dinner address and in doing 
so gave all present a challenge to examine further the role and function 
of the Institute. 
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• QUEENSLAND 

Office Bearers 

Patron. Mr W! Wood 
' President: Mt? Varley 
Vice-Presidents: Mis'S J Bedford, Dr J Cottereliv Mr P. Mascoll 
Honorary Secretary: Mrs D Muir 
Honorary Treasurer: Mr R. Skldniore 

Executive: Mr N. Alford, Mr C. Fowler, Dr E. Hobbs, Mr R. Warry, 
Professor B.H. Walls (inrmediale Pasl Presidenl) 
Representative w ACER: Mj/N. Alford 

Advisory Editor of The Australian Journal of Education: Mr R. Warry 
Honorary Auditor: Dr L. Miller ^ 

Meetirfgs 

^i4ie»QIER has laken *School-based evalualion' as ils iheme for 1981 
4 March 1981 Public ieclure. Mr R Sadlerv Universily of Queensland, 
'SchooNbased educalion- Evalualion aclivilies' 
16 June 1981 Free leclure/workshop Dr S. Kemmis, *School-based 
evaluation" 

Publications 

Three issues of ih^ QIER Journal wqtq punished in 1980. The f\fsl issue / 
of the 1981 Journal has been published and the second-isunderway^Mis/ 
J Bedford resigned as editor this year to be replaced byS^T C. fowler 
Miss Bedford had proved herself to be a most competent eduor arjd it 
was with regret that the Executive accepted her resignation. . ^ 

The History of the Queensland/ Institute for Educational Research --The 
First 50 Years was published this ye^r, Mr N. Anderson, an active 
member of the-QIER for a considerable number cf years, prepared the 
history to m^rk the 50th anniversary of the QIEF.. It serve^ as both a 
synopsis of the activities undertaken and as a mfears of paying tribute'to 
contributions of people associated with the Institi(te during its first 50 
years. ^ ^ 

Financial Statement 

The total funds'held on 1 January 1981 vyere S701.|2 ^nd the surplus for 
the year was S331 34 The 1980 increase in memterslVu> fees to S7 per 
year put the financial status of the QIER back ^or a firm basis and no 
further increase was seen as neceSsaFy jn 198.1. 




SOUTH AUSTRALIA 

Office Bearers 

President: Dr BJ, Webber 
* Vice-President: Dr A.J. Shinkfield, Dr D.K. Briggs ^ 
Secretary: DrrE^R, Sandercock 
Tresurer: Mr D Dent 

Committee Members: Dr J Langrehr, Ms M. Parslow, Mr D.H. Kuhl, Ms 
J. Keighiley . » 

Representative to AC£R: Qr BJ. Webber 

♦ 

Meetings 

3 MatcfTlQSl. Annual General Meeting, Joint meeting with the South 
Australian Institute of^" teachers. Professor K,B, Start, Faculty p{ 
Education, University of Melbourne. 'Some perspective^, on national 
and state testing of student performance and achievemenV ^ , 
28 Aprd 1?81. This meCling, anj^ Professor StuRlebeam's visit to South 
Australia, were sponsored by th^ tertiary education institutions of South , ^ ^, 
Australia. Professor D. StuRlebeam, Westerji Michigan Univlrsfty, 
^Perspectives m educational evaluation' ' , • ' 

16 June 198K Mr B. Stanton, Mr J. Emmel, and Mr W. Coonan, Physical 
Education Branch, Education Department of' South Australia, 
'Dev^Joping and evaluating physical education in primary schools' 

Membership • ' ^ 

There has been a stronger drive this year to increase membership, 
supported by the reduced subscriptions to members of SAlER for bbth 
' se/and The Australian Journal of Education, Membership currently stands 
at 83^ a strong improvenieht compared wilh membership from the last 
two years. 

Financial Statement 

At 28 July 1981, the General /account stood at S5 14.71, the Special 
Account, S58.04, and Deposit<§iock, Si 000.00. 

Classroom Research 

The South Australian Institute of Educational Research offers limited , 
financial assistance (of the order of SlOO) for classroom research Two 
, projejcts,.one from Keller Road PVinvary Schbol and the other from 
' ' Elizabeth Park Speech and Hearing Centre^ere funded in 1980. Both 
projects sought the funding for the publishing and distribution of the 
evaluations of their respective projects. One report entitled A Study in 
Speech Reading and Auditory Perception and their Related Overtones on 
Speech Intelligibility of Hearing-impaired Children has been received; the 
other from the Keller Road Primary School has been publi^d, but a 
copy has yet to be received. ' 

A submission was received from Karcultaby Area School for support 
of their evaluation of a Year 8-10 science course. SlOO has been 
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allocated to this project Two further submissions are before the 
Committee ^ / 

With the restrictions of funding from government sources, there 
seems to be little access to funding for projects of this type -and we have 
* had a larger number«of enquiries than in previous years. 

Letters of Support 

In ApriU when a stalemate had been reached during the industrial 
dispute between the Government of South Australia and the SaIT, 
letters were sent to both parties urging continuing negotiation and 
offering assistance for this to happen The letters were cojointly signed by 
the Presidents of SAIER,« South Australian Institute for Ed>itational 
/yiministration, apd the Australian Council fjij^-^lmicaticnial 

i*(dministration. / k ^^"^"'^ ' 

In July it was revived to send a letter of sup()ort for the WAIER 
submission to the Hon. Wal Fife, MP, Minister for Education, seeking 
sustained funding for educational research at a national level. 




WESTERN AUSTRALIA^ 

Office Bearers 

Patron: Dr D. Mossenson 
President: Dr M.L, Clark 
Vice-'President: Dr A Ryan 
Immediate Past President: Mr M. Angus 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr J, Oliver 

Committee Members, Dr M Lee, Dr P. Porter, Mr D Tomlinson, Dr R 
Underwood, Mr J. Williamson 

Meetings 

5 March 1981. Annual General Meeting 

28 May 1981. Panel: Mr M, Angus, Professor B, McGaw, Mr D, 
Tomlinson, Mr M. Cross, Dr M. Clark, 'Issues on funding educational 
research: The razor's edge' 

Membership 

In 1-981 4here are 63 financial members and 8 honorary members 
Prizes 

Mr D, Carter, Murdoch University 

Mrs P. Lawley, Nedlands College of Advanced Education 

Miss C Nelson, Churchlands College 

Miss y, Passchier, Claremont Teachers College « 

Miss C, Patterson, WA Institute of Technology 

Miss M, Volaric, Mt Lawley College of Advanced Education 

Mr R.E. Waugh, University of Western Australia / * 

Financial Statement 

The Institute has a credit balance of $1474.00. 
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TASMANIA 



Office Bearers 

Chairman: Professor P. Hughes 
Secretary/Treasurer: Mr R. Cooper 

Committee Members, }Ax H Behrens, Mr W. Ransiey, Mrs H Hockmg, 
Mr M. Webberley, Mr M Freestone, Dr B. Caldwell 

Meetings 

A meeiing^was held at the Southern Teachers Centre on June 26th, 1981 
to reconstitute the Tasmanian Institute of Educational Research. Thirty- 
eight people attended the meeting and indicated their intention to take 
* part in the Institute and a further 12 people wrote to apologize and 
indicate their interest. There was considerable discussion jdn the 
functions of TIER and the relationships with other organizations. It was 
indicated that the Institute would work in close co-operation with the 
Austpalian Council for Educational Research. A message from the 
Director of the ACER, Dr John Keeves, was read and the meeting 
expressed appreciation for the support of the ACER. It was formally 
agreed to reconstitute the Institute. 

The functions of the Institute will centre on the discussion and study 
of issues in educational research, with specia^^emphasis on the following 
aspects' 

1 the identification of research issues of importance in education, 

2 the study of research methods and approaches, and their ethical and 
technical implications; ^ 

3 the consideration of the implications of the -findings of research for 
policy and practice; and.- 

H the dissemination of research findings* together with discussion on 

their applicability to educationafproblems, 
The meeting elected a Committee pro tem. In addition to ifs own 
meetings the Institute plans to publicize other relevant meetings such as 
the university seminars and special activities of tfaeS^esearch ffanch and 
Curriculum Branch of the Education Department The intention is to 
supplement and support the activities of the other edoicational bodies 
rather than to compete with them. 
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NORTHERN TERRITORY ^ 

Office Bearers 

Patron: Dr J Eedie 
President: Dr N Bowman 

Vice-Presidents, Mr J Nichlerlein, Mr P. Meere (1980), Dr G Durling 
(1981) 

Secretary: MsS. Butcher 
Treasurer:^: M. Hurnell 
Representative^ to ACER: Dr N, Bowman 

Committee Members: Mr P. Spinks, Ms L, Richardson, Mr G Spring, Ms 
B Hulme (19,81) 

Corresponding Members of set Committee, Mr R, Bucknall, Ms B Hulme , 
Corresponding M^mbersjor The Australian Journal of Education: Mr J 
Nichlerlein, Ms G. Durling • 

Meetings 

The NTIER was accepted a^ember organization of the Professional 
Centre of the Northern Territory in January 1981 Mr M. Hurnell 
represented tha Institute at the annual general meeting of the Centre 
held on 2TFebruary*1981. 

27 June 1980. Interest meeting. *Thei formation of an Institute of 
Educational Research' 

13 August J 980 Inaugural meeting. Dr J. Eedle, The proposed NT 

University' J , . 

24 September . 1980. First general meeting. ' Mr S. Saville, 

^Administration and educaWn' i ^ ^ 

26 November 1980. Mr P. JVheere, *The process of becoming a teacher' 

and Dr N. Bowman, 'Some CJamments on the state of educational , 

research' • 

16 February 1981. Meeting jointly hosted >vith the Australian College of 
Education. Mr S.S. Duni), Chairman of ERDC, 'Significant* issues' in 
Australian education— current and future* 

5 May 1981. Mr H. Macintosh, Secreta/y of the Southern Regional 
ExaminationnPoard, UK, ^Testing for miftiery' ^ ^ 

Tapes of the addresses given, by Mr Saville, Mr Dunn, and Mr 
Macintosh* have been distributed to country menibers. ^ 

A tape of an address given by Dr M Skilbeck to ihe'NSWlER entitled 
Core curriculum. Implications for curriculum development' h^s been 
obtained and made available for borrowing, by members of the NTIER 

Membership* 

The Institute has 76 financial members. 52 local members and 24 
country members, f * 
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